


THE 


REGISTER OF PENNSYLVANIA. 











DEVOTED TO THE PRESERVATION OF EVERY KIND OF USEFUL INFORMATION RESPECTING THE STATE. 











EDITED BY SAMUEL HAZARD. 





VOL. II.—NO. 24. 





PHILADELPHIA, DEC. 27, 1828. 


a 


NO. 52- 





AN EULOGIUM 


Of the brave men who have fallen in the contest with 
Great Britain. Delivered by Judge Brackrnrinse, 
on Monday, July 5, 1779, before a numerous and re- 
spectable assembly of citizens and foreigners, in the 
German Calvinist Church, Philadelphia. 

Heroes then arose; 

Who, scorning coward self, for others liv’d, 

Toil’d for their ease, and for their safety bled. 

Thomson. 


_ It is the high reward of those who have risked their 
lives in a just and necessary war,* that their names are 
sweet in the mouths of men, and every age shall know 
their actions. I am happy in having it in my power, 
before a polite assembly, to express what I think of 
those who have risked their lives im the war of America. 
I know my abilities rise not to a level with so great a 
subject, but | love the memory of the men, and it is my 
hope that the affections which I feel, will be to me in- 
stead of genius, and give me warm words to advance 
their praises. 

I conceive it as the first honour of these men that, be- 
fore they engaged in the war, they saw it to be just and 
necessary. They were not the proud vassals of a chief- 
tain rousing them, in barbarous times, by the blind im- 
pulse of attachment to his family, or engaging them to 
espouse his quarrel, by the music and entertainment of 
his hall. They were themselves the chieftains of their 
own cause, highly instructed in the nature of it, and 
from the best principles of patriotism, resolute in de- 
fence. ‘They had heard the declaration of the court 
and parliament of Great Britain, claiming the authority 
of binding them im all cases whatsoever. They had ex- 
amined this claim, and found it to be, as to its founda- 
tion, groundless, as to its nature, tyrannical, and in its 
consequences, ruinous to the peace and happiness of 
both countries. On this clear apprehension and deci- 
ded judgment of the cause, ascertained by their cwn 
reason, and collected from the best writers, it was the 
noble purpose of their minds, to stand forth and assert 
it, at the expense of fortune, and the hazard of their 
lives. 

These brave men were not soldiers by profession, 
bred to arms, and from a habit of military life attached to 
it. They were men in the easy walks of life; mechanics 
of the city, merchants of the counting-house, youths en- 
gaged in the literary studies, and husbandmen, peace- 
ful cultivators of the soil. Happy in the sociability and 
conversation of tie town, the simplicity and innocence 
of the country village, or the philosophic ease of aca- 
demic leisure, and the sweets of rural life, they wished 
not achange of these scenes of pleasure, for the dangers 
and calamities of war. It was the pure love of virtuc 
and of freedom, burning bright within their minds, that 
alone could engage them to embark in’an undertaking 
of so bold and perilous a nature. 

These brave men were not unacquainted with the cir- 
cumstances of their situation, and their unprepared state 
of war. 
was in their possession. 














* Tacitus. 


Vor, I. 47 


Not a bayonet was anvilled out, not a fire arm | 
No redoubt was cast up to 
secure the city, no fort was erected to resist invasion, | 


| no gun mounted on the battery, and no vessel launched 
upon the stream. 

The power of Britain, on the other hand, was well 
known, and by the lightning of her orators, in a thou- 
sand writings and harangues, had been thrown, in full 
force, upon their minds. They were taught to believe 
her, (what indeed she a old in arts and in arms, and 
enriched with the spoils of a thousand victories. Em- 
braced with the ocean as her favourite, her commerce 
was extensive, and she sent her ships to every sea. 
Abounding in men, her armies were in full force; her 
fleets were completely manned, her discipline was re- 
gular, and the spirit of her enterprise, by sea and land, 
had, in most cases, insured her successes. - 

The idea of resistance to the power of Britain was in- 
deed great—but the mighty soul of the patriot drank it 
in, and, like the eagle on the mountain top, collected 
magnanimity from the prespect of the height from 
which he meant to soar. Like the steed who swallows 
the distant ground with his fierceness* he attempts the 
career, and poured himself upon the race. , 

The patriot quits his easy independent walk of life, 
his shop, his farm, his office and his counting heuse, 
and with every hope, and every anxious; thought pre- 
pares himself for war. The materials of gunpowder are 
extracted from the earth, the bayonet is anyilled out; 
the fire arm is manufactured in the shop; the manual ex- 
ercise is taught; the company is formed in battalion; 
the battalion is instructed to manceuvre on the field; the 
brigade is drawn forth, and the standard of defiance is 
planted on the soil. 

Shall I mention the circumstances of the day when 
the sword was drawn, and the first blood was shed; and 
shall I trace the progress of the war in the course of 
five campaigns? The narration would’ require the 
space of an entire day: I can mention but the sum of 
things; and only tell you, that the inroad of the foe has 
been sustained upon the plain; and the forward and 
impetuous bands have been driven over the disdaining 
ground which they had measured in advance. The 
hill has been defended, and the repulsed and _ rallying 
|foe has been taught to understand, that the valor of 
America was worthy of the cause which her freemen 
have espoused. ‘The wilderness has been surmounted 
in the march. It has been fought, foot to foot, and 
point to point, in skirmishes, and night surprises, and in 
ees. battles, with alternate hope and dubious suc- 





cess. The enemy, beaten in one state, has retired to a 
‘second, and beaten in the second, he has returned to 
| the first; beaten in every state he has sought the water, 
|and like a sea monster rolling to the deep, has washed 
| his wounds in the brine of the ocean. Rising from the 
| ocean he has sought the land, and advanced with a slow 

and suspicious step upor the hostile territory. War is 

again arisen, and it has been fought from spring to au- 
| tumn, and from autumn to spring, through the heat of 
| summer and inclemencies of winter, with unabated ardor 
and’ unshaken perseverance. What tract of country has 
|not been marked with the vestiges of war? What 
| ground has not been cut with trenches? What hill has 
What plain has not 
| been made the scene of the engagement’ What soil of 


/not been covered with redoubts? 


oo 
i 


| * Book of Job. 
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our whole earth has not been sowed with ball? 

These have been the toils of the heroes of our army; 
but the brave men whom we this day celebrate, have 
added to their toils the loss of life. They have fallen 
in the contest: These of them in the long and laborious 
march: These by the fever of the camp: These have 
fallen, when advancing on the enemy—they have re- 
ceived the bayonet in their breast; or high in hope, 
and anxious of victory, they have dropt by the cannon 
or the musket ball. 

For what cause did these brave men sacrifice their 
lives? For that cause which, in all ages, has engaged 
the hopes, the wishes, and endeavours of the best of 
men—+the cause of liberty. Liberty! thou art indeed va- 
luable; the source of all that is good and great upon the 
earth!—For thee the patriot of America has drawn his 
sword—has fought—and has fallen! 

What was in our power we have done with regard to 
the bodies of these men. We have paid them military 
honours—we have planted them in the native earth— 
and it is with veneration that we yet view their tombs 
upon the furzy glade, or on the distant hill. Ask me 
not the names of these. The muses shall tell you of 
them, and the bards shall woo* themtotheirsons. The 
verse which shall be so happy as to embrace the name 
of one of them shall be immortal. The names of these 
shall be read with those of Pelopidas, Epaminondas, and 
the worthies of the world. Posterity shall quote them 
for parallels, and for examples. When they mean to 
dress the hero with the fairest praises, they will say he 
was gallant and distinguished in his early fall, as Warren; 
prudent and intrepid as Montgomery; faithful and gene- 
rous as Macpherson, he fell in the bold and resolute ad- 
vance, like Haslet and like Mercer. He saw the honour 
which his valour had os wey and fainted in the arms 
of victory like Herkimer. Having gallantly repulsed 
the foe, he fell covered with wounds, in his old age, like 
Wooster! 

The names of these brave men shall be read, and the 
earth shall be sensible of praise where their bodies are 
deposited. Hill of Boston,* where the god of arms gave 
uncommon valor to the patriot! Here the muses shall 
observe the night and hymn heroic acts, and trim their 
lighted lamps to the dawn of morning: The little bab- 
bling mystic brook, shall bear the melody, and stéaling 
with a silver foot, shall tell it to the ocean. Hills with- 
in the prospect of York city, where the enemy rejoic- 
ing at his early strength, adventured and fought, or 
where, refusing the engagement, he fled with precipi- 
tation to his ships! On you, the tomb of the hero is 
beheld, and fancy walking round covers it with shades. 
Grounds in the neighbourhood of this city,+ where the 
foreigner shall enquire the field of battle, and the citi- 
zen shall say with conscious pride, as if the honour 
were his own, this is the tomb of Witherspoon; that is 
the ground where Nash fell! Plains washed by the 
Ashley and Cooper, and before the walls of Charleston! 
—Here has the hero fallen, or rather he has risen to 
eternal honour, and his birth place shall be immortal. 
His fame, like a vestal lamp is lighted up: It shall burn 
with the world for its temple—and the fair assemblies of 
the earth shall trim it with their praise. 

Having paid that respect to the memory of these men, 
which the annual return of this day demanded, it re- 
mains that we soothe the grief of those who have been 
deprived of a father, bereaved of a son, or who have 
lost a brother, a husband, or a lover in the contest. 

Fathers, whose heroic sons have offered up their lives 
in the contest; it is yours to recollect, that their lives 
were given them for the service of their country. » Fa- 
thers! dismiss every grief; youare happy in having been 
the progenitor of him whois written with the heroes of 
his country. 





* Plino. 
¢ Bunker’s Hill. 
+ Philadelphia. 





Sons! whose heroic fathers have early left you, and 
in the conflict of war, have mixed with departed heroes; 
| be congratulated on the fair inheritance of fame which 
| you are entitled to possess. If it is at all lawful to 
|array yourselves in borrowed honour, surely it is best 
| drawn from those who have acted a distinguished part in 
the service of their country. If it is at all consistent 
with the feelings of philosophy and reason to boast of 
lineal glory, surely it is most allowable in those who 
boast of it as flowing from such asource. We despise the 
uninstructed mind of that man who shall obtrude upon 
| our ears the ideas of a vain ancestral honour; but we 
love the youth, and transfer to him the reputation of 
his father, who, when the rich and haughty citizen shall 
frown upon him, as ignobly descended, shall say, “I 
had a father who has fallen in the service of his coun- 
t td 
"When after times shall speak of those who have risen 
to renown, I will charge it to the golden-winged and 
silver-tongued bards, that they recollect and set in order 
every circumstance, the causes of the war; early and just 
exertions, the toils, hazardous achievements, noble reso- 
lution, unshaken perseverance, unabated ardor; hopes 
in the worst of times; triumphs of victory; humanity to 
anenemy. All these will I charge it that they recollect 
and set in order, and give them bright and unsullied to 
the coming ages. ‘The bards I know will hear me, and 
you my galiant countrymen will go down to posterity 
with exceeding honour. Your fame shall ascend on the 
current of the stream of time: It shall play with the 
breezes of the morning. Men, at rest, in the cool age 
of life, from the fury of a thousand wars, finished by 
their fathers, shall observe the spreading ensign. They 
shall hail it as it waves with variegated glories; and 
feeling all the warm rapture of the heart, shall give their 
plaudit from the shores. 
{ Niles’s Principles and Acts of the Revolution. 
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BATTLE OF THE KEGS. 
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| Account of the unparalleled prowess of his Britannic Ma- 
| jesty’s troops in an attack upon a formidable body of 
| Kegs, in the river Delaware. 


In January, 1778, whilst the British troops were in 

| possession of Philadelphia, some Americans, up the ri- 
| ver Delaware, had formed a project of sending down 
| by the ebb tide, a number of kegs charged with gun- 
| powder, and furnished with machinery, so constructed 
| that on the least touch of any thing obstructing their 
| passage, they would immedately explode with great 
| force. The design was to injure the shipping, which 
lay at anchor opposite to the city in such numbers that 
the kegs could not pass without encountering some of 
them. But the very evening, in which those machines 
were sent down, the first hard frost came on, and the 
shipping were hauled into the docks—so that the 
scheme failed. One Of the kegs, however, happened to 
explode near the town: this gave a general alarm in the 
city—the wharves were filled with troops, and the 
greater part of a day spent in firing at every chip or 
stick that was seen floating on the river. For the kegs 
were sunk under water, nothing appearing on the sur- 
face but asmall buoy. 

This circumstance gave occasion to the following pub- 
lication in the New Jersey Gazette: 


Extract of a letter dated Philadelphia, January 9, 1788. 

‘‘This city hath been lately entertained with a most 
astonishing instance of the activity, bravery, and military 
skill of the royal army and navy of Great Britain. The 
affair is somewhat particular, and deserves your notice. 
Some time last week a keg of singular construction 
was observed floating in the river. The crew of a 
barge attempting to take it up, it suddenly exploded, 
killed four of the hands, and wounded the rest. On 


Monday last, some kegs of a similar construction made 
their appearance. The alarm was immediately given. 
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Various reports prevailed in the city, filling the royal 
troops with unspeakable consternation. Some asserted 
that these kegs were filled with armed rebels, who 
were to issue forth in the dead of night, as the Grecians 
did of old, from the wooden horse, at the siege of Troy, 
and take the city by surprise; declaring that they had 
seen the points of their bayonets sticking out of the 
bung-holes of the kegs, Others said that they were 
filled with inveterate combustibles which would set the 
Delaware in flames, and consume all the shipping inthe 
harbour. Whilst others conjectured that they were ma- 
chines constructed by art magic, and expected to see 
them mount the wharves, and roll, all flaming with in- 
fernal fire, through the streets of the city. I say nothing 
as to these reports and apprehensions, but certain it is, 
that the ships. of war were immediately manned, and 
the wharves crowded with chosen men. Hostilities 
were commenced without much ceremony, and it was 
surprising to behold the incessant firing that was poured 
upon the enemy’segs. Both officers and men exhi- 
bited unparalleled. skill and prowess on the occasion; 
whilst the citizens stood gaping as solemn witnesses of 
this dreadful scene. In truth, not a chip, stick, or drift 
log, passed by, without experiencing the vigour of the 
British arms. The action began about sun-rise, and 
would have terminated in favour of the British by noon, 
had not an old market-woman, in crossing the river with 
a unfortunately let a keg of butter fall over- 
oard; which, as it was then ebb-tide, floated down to 
the field of battle. At sight of this unexpected rein- 
forcement of the enemy, the attack was renewed with 
fresh force, and the firing from the marine and land 
troops was beyond imagination, and so continued until 
night closed the conflict. The rebel kegs were either 
totally demolished, or obliged to fly, as none of them 
have shown their heads since. It is said that his Excel- 
lency Lord Howe has despatched a swift-sailing packet, 
with an account of this signal victory, to the court of 
London. In short, Monday the — of January, 1778, 
will be memorable in history for the renowned battle of 
the kegs.” {American Museum, 1787. 


THE BATTLE OF THE KEGS, 
By Francis Hopkinson, Esq. 


Gallants attend and hear a friend, 
Trill forth harmonious ditty, 

Strange things Ill tell which late befel 
In Philadelphia city. 


*T was early day, as poets say, 
Just when the sun was rising, 
A soldier stood on a log of wood, 
And saw a thing surprising. 


As in amaze he stood to gaze, 
The truth can’t be denied, sir, 
He spied a score of kegs or more 
Come floating down the tide, sir. 


A sailor too in jerkin blue, 
This strange appearance viewing, 
First d——d his eyes, in great surprise, 
Then said some mischief’s brewing. 


“ These kegs, I’m told, the rebels bold, 
Pack’d up like pickl’d herring; 

And they’re come down t’ attack the town 
In this new way of ferry’ng.’’ 


The soldier flew, the sailor too, 
And scar’d almost to death, sir, 

‘Wore out their shoes, to spread the news, 
And ran till out of breath, sir. 


Now up and down throughout the town, 
Most frantic scenes were acted; 
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And some ran here, and others there, 
Like men almost distracted. 


Some fire cry’d, which some denied, 
But said the earth had quaked; 

And girls and boys, with hideous noise, 
Ran thro’ the streets half naked. 


Sir William* he, snug asa flea, 
Lay all this time a snoring, 

Nor dream’d of harm as he lay warm, 
In bed with Mrs. L*r*ng. 


Now ina fright, he starts upright, 
Awak’d by such a clatter; 

He rubs both eyes, and boldly cries, 
For God’s sake, what’s the matter? 


At his bed-side, he then espy’d, 
Sir Erskine,t at command, sir, 

Upon one foot, he had one boot, 
And th’ other in his hand, sir. 


‘Arise, arise,—sir Erskine cries, 
The rebels—more’s the pity, 

Without a boat are all afloat, 
And rang’d before the city. 


“ The motley crew, in vessels new, 
With Satan for their guide, sir, 
Pack’d up in bags, or wooden kegs, 
Come driving down the tide, sir. 


“ Therefore prepare for bloody war, 
These kegs must all be routed, 

Or surely we despis’d shall be, 
And British courage doubted.” 


The royal band, now ready stand, 
All rang’d in dread array, sir, 

With stomach stout to see it out, 
And make a bloody day, sir. 


The cannons roar from shore to shore, 
The small arms loud did rattle, 

Since wars began I’m sure no man 
E’er saw so strange a battle. 


The rebel dales, the rebel vales 
With rebel trees surrounded; 

The distant wood, the hills and floods, 
With rebel echoes sounded. 


The fish below swam to and fro, 
Attack’d from ev’ry quarter; 

Why sure, thought they, the devil’s to pay, 
*Mongst folks above the water. 


The kegs, ’tis said, tho’ strongly made, 
Of rebel staves and hoops, sir, 

Could not oppose, their powerful foes, 
The conqr’ing British troops, sir. 


From morn to night these men of might 
Display’d amazing courage— 

And when the sun was fairly down, 
Retir’d to sup their porrage. 


A hundred men with each a pen, 
Or more upon my word, sir, 
It is most true would be too few, 

Their valour to record, sir. 


Such feats did they perform that day, 
Against these wicked kegs, sir, 

That years to come, ifthey get home, — 
They’ll make their boasts and brags, sir. 


* Sir Wm. Howe. + Sir Wm. Erskine. 








From the Richmond Enquirer. 

The M.S. of the following interesting letter was po- 
litely forwarded to us by a gentleman of Baltimore, and 
was found among some old papers of a distinguished |a- 
dy of Philadelphia.—It is a copy of a letter from a lady 
of Philadelphia to a British officer at Boston, written 
immediately after the battle of Lexington, and previous 
to the declaration of independence—it fully exhibits 
the feelings of those times.—A finer spirit never anima- 
ted the breasts of the Roman matrons, than the following 
letter breathes: 

Sir—We received a letter from you—wherein you 
let Mr. S. know that you had written after the battle of 
Lexington, particularly to me—knowing my martial spi- 
rit—that I would delight to read the exploits of heroes. 
Surely, my friend, you must mean the New England he- 
roes,as they alone performed exploits worthy of fame— 
while the regulars, vastly superior in numbers, were 
obliged to retreat with a rapidity unequalled, except by 
the French at the battle of Minden. Indeed, general 
Gage givesthem their due praise in his letter home, 
where he says lord Percy was remarkable for his acti- 
vity. You will not, I hope, take offence at any expres- 
sion that, in the warmth of my heart, should escape me, 
when I assure you, that though we consider you as a 
public enemy, we regard you asa private friend; and 
while we detest the cause you are fighting for, we wish 
well to your own personal interest and safety. Thus far 
by way of apology. As tothe martial spirit you sup- 
pose me to possess, you are greatly mistaken. I trem- 
ble at the thoughts of war; but of all wars, a civil one: 
our all is at stake; and weare called upon by every tie 
that is dear and sacred to exert the spirit that Heaven 
has given to us in this righteous struggle for liberty. 

I will tell you what [have done. My only brother I 
have sent to the camp with my prayers and blessings; I 
hope he will not disgrace me; 1 am confident he will 
behave with honour, and emulate the great examples 
he has before him; and had I twenty sons and brothers 
they should go. I have retrenched every superfluous 
expense in my table and family; teal have not drank 
since last Christmas, nor bought a new cap or gown 
since your defeat at Lexington, and what I never did 
before, have learnt to knit, and am now making stock- 
ings of American wool for my servants, and this way do 
1 throw in my mite to the public good. I know this, 
that as free I can die but once, but asa slave I shall not 
be worthy of life. Ihave the pleasure to assure you 
that these are the sentiments of all my sister Americans. 
They have sacrificed both assemblies, parties of plea- 
sure, tea drinking and finery to that great spirit of pa- 
triotism, that actuates all degrees of people throughout 
this extensive continent. If these are the sentiments of 
females, what must glow in the breasts of our husbands, 
brothers and sons? They are as with one heart deter- 
mined to die or be free. It is not a quibble in politics, 
a science which few understand, which we are contend- 
ing for; itis this plain truth, which the most ignorant 
peasant knows, and is clear to the weakest capacity, 
that no man has aright to take their money without 
their consent. The supposition is ridiculous and ab- 
surd, as none but highwaymen and robbers attempt it. 
Can you, my friend, reconcile it with your own good 
sense, that a body of men in Great Britain, who have 
little intercourse with America, and of course know 
nothing of us, nor are supposed to see or feel the misery 
they would inflict upon us, shall invest themselves with 
a powerto command our lives and properties, at all 
times and in all cases whatsoever? You say you are no 
politician. Oh, sir, it requires no Machiavelean head 
to develope this, and to discover this tyranny and op- 
pression. tis written with a sunbeam. Every one 
will see and know it because it will make them feel, and 


we shall be unworthy of the blessings cf Heaven, if we 
ever submit to it. 
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* All ranks of men amongstus are inarms. Nothing 
is heard now in our streets but the trumpet and drum; 
and the universal cry is “Americans to arms.” All your 
friends are officers: there are captain S. D. lieut. B. and 
captain J. S. We have five regiments in the city and 
|county of Philadelphia, complete in arms and uniform, 
| and very expert at their military manceuvres. We have 
companies of light horse, light infantry, grenadiers, rifie- 
men, and Indians, several companies of artillery, and 
| some excellent brass cannon and field pieces, Add to 
this, that every county in Pennsylvania, and the Dela- 
| ware government, can send two thousand mén to the 
field. Heaven seems to smile on us, for inthe memory 
of man never were known such quantities of flax, and 
sheep without number. We are making powder fast, 
and do not want forammunition. In short, we want for 
nothing but ships of war to defend us, which we could 
procure by making alliances: but such is our attachment 
to Great Britain, that we sincerely wish for reconcilia- 
tion, and cannot bear the thoughts of throwing off all 
dependence on her, which such a step would assuredly 
lead to. The God of mercy will, I hope, open the 
eyes of our king that he may see, while in seeking our 
destruction, he will go near to complete bis own. It is 
my ardent prayer that the effusion of blood may be 
stopped. We hope yetto sec you in this city, a friend 
to the liberties of America, which will give infinite sa- 
tisfaction to, : 
Your sincere friend, 
To Captain S. in Boston. 





C. S. 
[Niles’s Acts of Rev. 





DRY GOODS. 

Prior to 93, and afterwards, that inimitable, native 
artist and carver in wood, William Rush, of this city, 
now living, had been delighting and astonishing the na- 
tives, both here and in the English seaports, after the 
peace, by his admirable copiesfrom nature, of ship figure 
heads. In particular, those of the North American In- 
dian Chief, in the limited varieties of the nose jewell, 
mocasin and blanket costume. Placing him also, in ex- 
act position, either, as drawing his arrow to the head, 
at the supposed bounding deer; flourishing his toma- 
hawk, with fatal aim, for the distant death blow; or else, 
in attitude of solemn thought, with his arms folded 
within his blanket drawn closely aréund him, and show- 
ing exactly the contour of his brawny person and limbs. 
The frontlet of distinction fastened upon his forehead, 
and pinioned behind with the eagle’s plume. The head 
closely shaved, leaying only the single tuft of black hair, 
to aid in the scalping. The eye brows drawn closely 
together, under the compress of thought, emanating, 
as it were, possibly, from the “great spirit;” softening 
down within his eye of flame, the native savage fire of 
revenge, cherished by him as a virtue, into gentle pity 
for the devoted object before him; his faithful dog, inva- 
riably in company, crouching at his heels. Each figure 
head was so admirably brought out, from its original 
block of wood, and coloured to the life, by the painter, 

under directions from the sculptor, that the beholder 
| would be almost ready to imagin® he heard the distant 
savage yell. He also carved a figure head, as large as 
life, for the ship Washington, of this port, exhibiting a 
capital likeness of the President, in full uniform as com- 
mander-in-chief, pointing with his finger at some distant 
object, and holding a perspective glass grasped in his 
left hand. It was reported here, at the time, that on 
the arrival of this figure head, in the port of London, 
it caused no small sensation there, by the perfection ma- 
nifest in all its parts and proportion, as a statue likeness 
in wood. When here, the ship always attracted crowds 
of spectators to the place, after she had hauled in at 
Clifford’s wharf, near the Old Maid’s Dock.” 

About this time, on the arrival of the spring and fall 
ships from England, the pavements, all along Front 
street, from Walnut to Arch street, used to be lumber- 
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ed and strewed before the doors of the Importing Dry 
Goods Merchants, with boxes and bales of English mer- 
chandize, landed from the ships Pigou, the Adriana, the 
Washington, and the Grange, from London and Liver- 
pool. ‘The boxesand bales, every one of them, bearing 
the initials of each importer’s name, marked upon them. 
The clerks employed by the merchants—their apprenti- 
ces and subordinates, all busy as bees in their several 
vocations; some with sharp knives, and claw hammers, 
ripping and breaking open the bales and boxes, and 
others within door exhibiting the goods as salesmen, 
with the emblematical feather, stuck behind the ear,— 
altogether forming a pleasant, bustling rivalship, among 
the importers, and competition, in making sales; but no 
monopoly. 

The City Retailers, principally Females, were to be 
seen, hovering about, as butterflies near the rivulet;— 
mingling among the men, and viewing with admiration, 
the rich displays of British chintzes, muslins and cali- 
coes of the latest London fashions—all business trans- 
actions, were computed in pounds, shillings, pence, and 
Sarthings, as in Old England, upon the priticiples taught 
by Dilworth’s arithmetic, re-printed here, for the use 
of schools, by Joseph Crookshank, in 1791. Dollars 
and cents wero only as yet, to be found in the reports 
of Secretary Hamilton. Among many “‘signs of the 
times,”? remembered, but now no more, there were, in 
Front street; Stuart & Barr, Thomas Orr, Robert Smith, 
Emanuel Walker, Pattison Hartshorne, John Field, 
_ Clow & Co. Knox & Henderson, Hugh Cochran, Rich- 
| ardjVaux, Drinkerand Thomas, and Jacob Baker; James 
| I Mazurie for French goods, and Holmes and Rainey 
for Irish linens. In Chesnut street, James Calbraith, 
James Hawthorn, John Shields, John Oldden and John 
Smith; at the corner of Lodge Alley, in South Second 
Street, James Smith, Jr. and in North Second street, 
Thomas Barton and J. W,Gibbs. In Market street, 
William Wister, William Chancellor, and George Bick- 
ham. Jn the city, the shopkeepers were in number, no 
more, than as one to one hundred, at the present day. 
The first fancy retail Hardware Store, with bulk win- 
dows, remembered, was the one, opened by James 
Stokes, in what had been the Old Coffee House, at the 
south west corner of Market and Front streets. The 
buck handled ‘‘Barlow,” penknives, the gilt and plated 
buttons, and the scissors, curiously arranted, on circular 
cards, (a new idea,) and the bulk windows, lighted up, 
at night, (a new thing) was a source of great gratifica- 
tion to the boys, and the country market people, loung- 
ing about with arms folded, on Tuesday and Friday 
evenings. 

One evening, among a group of gazers from about 
Conestoga, one of them exclaimed to the others in Penn- 
sylvania German, ‘‘Cooka mole, har, Cook do!” “‘mein- 
ersale!”’—The first brilliant fancy retail dry goods shop, 
with bulk windows, as remembered, was opened by a 
Mr. Whitesides, from London, as *twas.said, in the true 
‘*Bond street style,” at No. 134 Market street, in the 
house now occupied by Mr. Thomas Natt. The then 
uncommon sized lights in the two bulks, and the fine 
mull mull and jaconet muslins, the chintzes, and linens 
suspended in whole pieces, from the top to the bottom, 
and entwined together in puffs and festoons, (totally 
new,) and the shop-man, behind the counter, powdered, 
bowing and smiling, caused it to be ‘‘all the stare” fora 
time. There being too much of the “‘pouncet box,” in 
the display however, and the “vile Jersey half pence, 
with a horse head thereon” being wrapped up, when 

iven in change in whitey brown paper, with a counter 
ow to the ladies, seeming rather too civil by half for 
the (as yet) primitive notions of our city folks—it gra- 
dually settled down into plain shop, like other people. 
The buyers of bargains at this time, were divided in their 
references between the two famous cheap shops, then 
in full competition—one by Mr. John G—st, at No. 30, 
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Mrs. Holland, in her person, was of vast breadth and 
bulk, and seeming too unwieldy for her vucation as the 
“principal salesman,” but she had the name of excelling 
in it by her patient devotion to the varied wants and 
whims of her customers, and her unceasing fascinating 
smiles towards purchasers of the smallest amount. Both 
of these cheap shops used to be crowded from morning 
till night: so much so, that Mrs. Holland never opened 
her door until nine o’clock in the morning. 

Mr. John G—st, with a slight halt in his gait, anda 
pleasant smiling countenance, was to be seen of morn- 
ings, here and there, among the stores, or at Connelly 
or Footman’s auctions, picking up bargains for theshop. 
The sales within door, conducted by two sisters, hand- 
some young ladies, ‘‘gay quakers,” and designated fa- 
miliarly as the **Miss G—sts;” also by two plainly dress- 
ed young gentlemen, who have since been, both of them, 
eminent merchants in the city; but who at that time an- 
swered each others call, as Charles and Robert—all of 
them very popular among the purchasers, for their se- 
renity, their affability and pJeasantness of manner while 
making sales. 

Among the country “store keepers” of the time, and 
the traders from the “Backwoods” of Maryland, Penn- 
sylvania, and the region round about, James Sterling, of 
New Jersey, was pre-eminent, and most renowned for 
the extent of his purchases from the importing mer- 
chants, and the rapidity with which he made them, every 
spring and fall. His store in Burlington, had the name 
of having every thing to sell, and where any thing and 
every thing was to be purchased, from the Jersey plough, 
down to the triangular goose yoke. As remembered, 
James Sterling was of middle height and size, square 
built, gtrong and active in his movements, plain in his 
dress, and not of many words; a round full face and san. 
guine complexion—at first sight, his large grey eyes 
looking at you from beneath his bushy eye brows, indi- 
cated a severity of manner—but no, they only seemed 
to say he was a man of business, and not to be trifled 
with. His active zeal for “the church,” his “labour of 
love” in lodging, comfortably, the wayfaring itinerant 





preacher, and washing the ‘‘saint’s feet” whenever ne- | 


cessary, was ‘sounded out” every where, within the 
Methodist connexion at that time. 

The only public water conveyance between this city 
and Burlington, was by way of ‘‘Meyers’ Boats,” from 
Arch street wharf. These boats, on Sunday mornings, 
in summer time, used to be crowded with all sorts of 
people huddled together upon their little decks. From 
the wharves, and to the spectators who had seen them 
off under full sail, they seemed at times, to be almost 
ready to capsize, on being taken by the first light stag- 
gering breeze, from the westward; while approaching 
the Old Glass House, then in ruins, near Kensington, 
(now Dyott’s,) or bearing away from Point No Point, 
towards the Jersey shore. Compared with the present 
mode of conveyance, on the same route, by the power- 
ful steam boat, ploughing the Delaware, at the rate of 
ten miles the hour, against wind and tide, with furrows 
of white foam, on each side, and the undulating wave 
behind; the splendid dining cabin, decorated with em- 
blematic paintings by the first artists; the spacious deck, 
covered with passergers; exhibiting, from a side view, 
to the admiring spectator, standing on the shore, a line 
of ladies, seated and decorated about the head, as taste 
and fancy might suggest—from the white satin, plain 
bonnet, to the whimsical Leghorn, or dashing Navari- 
no; altogether, producing an effect to the eye similar to 
a row of variegated tulips, at the hoisted parlour win- 
dow; elegantly defended from the heat, by the wide 
stretched awning over head; 


“with seats beneath the shade 
‘For talking age, and whispering lovers made.” 








Thus compared, the amiable little sloop, or passage 


South Second street, and the other by Mrs. Hannah | boat, of that day, would sink, into comparative insigni- 
Holland, at No. 2, North Front street, on the east side. | ficance; and yet the scramble to get on board, for a 
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good stand ora chance seat—(taking good care to dodge 
the boom) was greater at the time, than now adays at 
the steam boat wharf, for a modern, ‘Sundays excur- 
sion.” With the wind ahead, backing and filling, near 
Dunck’s ferry, the steamer would pass it by, as would 
the fast trotting horse, the restive loaded mule. If no- 
ticed at all through the ‘‘Eye Glass,” of some ‘‘exqui- 
site;”’ it would most probably be with the opened eye of 
wonder, where, in the name of every thing fashionable, 
without it was to Camp meeting, could such a queer 
looking boat load of people, be possibly going to in the 
humble way, every one, gentle and simple, used to go 
by Meyer’s boat from Philadelphia, to Bordenton, and 
Burlington, —in days LANG SYNE. 
Poulson. 





STATE HOUSE STEEPLE. 
Mr. Povisox,— 

As the erection of the new steeple on the state house 
has taused much enquiry about the old, I have oveshaul- 
ed the numerous papers in my possession ee 
erection of public buildings of old times, and find:— 

That the contract with the carpenters, for building 
the state house, was in March, 1732. 

That the work was measured by Samuel Powell, Sa- 
muel Rhoades, Joseph Fox, and John Nicholas, in seve- 
ral parts, for the then province, and the county of Phi- 
ladelphia, i in 1740, 1741. 

That the steeple was raised Nov. 4, 1741, and the 
bell put therein April 17, 1753. 

And that the steeple was taken down, July 16th, 
1781. 

I send you a copy of the carpenter’s bill of ex 
at raising the steeple, and also, at raising the bell, 
also the Rigger’s bill, for taking down. 

If you think the subject worth noting in your paper, 
you are at perfect liberty to use the whole, or any part, 
as you please. 

Am your old friend, 
J. K. Northern Liberties. 


ense, 
with 


Nov. 4th, 1741. 
The Province. of Pennsylvania, 
To Enmunn Wootey, Dr. 
For expenses in raising the tower of the Stadt House, 
viz :— 


95 loaves of bread,.........secsecccccsceees £0 19 93 
GlF Ib. bacon,......c..ccceecerees at 7d. ....1 14 1} 
1484 Ib. beef... 0... ceeeseeeeeeees at 34d.....2 81 
Potatoes and greens .......eeeeeeeseesecseees 0 711 
BOO Limes 2... cc ccccccccccccee wees at 4s..... 1 12 0 
14 barrel of beer......-++.sseeseeeee at 18s....4 7 0 
44 Ib. mutton..........eeeeeee ...-at 34d......0 12 8 
- 373 Ib. veal.......-06. (a beens at 34d. ..... 0110 
30 Ib. venison. .......eeeceeeeeees at 2d........0 5 0 
TUrnipS.....-2eeeeecreecececs Ae eeeeeeenseees 0 16 
Pepper and mustard,........--eeseees coveees 015 
2 Jugs and Candles, Pipes and Tobacco...... 0 60 
Butter, 9s. 8d. Turkey, 4s. 4 pair fowls, 9s.....1 2 8 
4 of a hundred of flour.........2. sceeeeeees 0 36 
Two former hookings at getting on two floors, 
and now for raising the tower, fire wood, &c. 3 0 0 


£14 12 84 





Parzapecruza, Apri 17, 1753. 
The Province, 
To Epvmuunpn Wootery, Dr. 
For sundrys advanced for raising the Bell Frame and 
putting up the Bell. 
A peck potatoes, 2s. 9d.; 14 lb. Beef, at 4d— 
4s. 8d.; 4 gammons, 38 Ib. at 6d.—19s. £1 65 


Mustard, Pepper, Salt, Butter, - - 0 20 
A Cheese, 13 lb. at 6d.—6s. 6d. ; Reef, 30 |b. 
at 4d.—10s.; a peck potatoes, 23 2s. 7d. 0191 





CANAL LOAN BILL. 





[Drczwsan 


Deana iniaeaaitanctabbsninebeiiieiens \htiinetiihimaeee ake Limes, 14s. 3 grlichs Ru, ¥ John Jones, 


14s. - - 1 80 
36 Loaves of Bread, of Lacey, ye Baker, 090 
Cooking and Wood, 8s. Earthenware and Can- 

dles, of Duchee, 38. 4d. ° - - 0114 
A barrell of beer, of Anthony Morris, - 0180 

Errors excepted, Ed. Wooley, £5 13 10 


Mr. Thomas Nevell, for the State House, 
1781, To Joux Cosury, Dr. 
July 16—To sundry hands getting down the 
Old Steeple, and getting up the 
new one, getting up the Bell, & 
fixing of it, - - 
To the two falls and blocks and 
Crab getting the Old Steeple 
down and the new up, and the 
Bell, OS aes as Ae - 





£12 00 00 


8 00 00 


20 00 00 


Note.—This is the Rigger’s bill against Nevell, the 
Carpenter. 7b. 





CANAL LOAN BILL. 


The following bill passed the House of Representa- 
tives on Tuesday. 

An act authorising a loan for the continuance of the Penn 
sylvania Canal and Rail Road and for for other purposes 

Sect. 1. That the Governor be and he is hereby 
authorised to borrow on the credit of the commonwealth, 
a sum or sums of money in the whole not exceeding 
eight hundred thousand dollars, and the sum or sums so 
borrowed shall be paid to and vested in the commission- 
ers of the internal improvement fund, to be applied by 
them in the manner and for such purposes as are or shall 
be directed by law, and in case offers shall not be made 
within the time specified by the Governor for loaning 
sums of one thousand dollars or more, but less in the 
aggregate than the whole amount authorised to be bor- 
rowed, at an interest not exceeding five per centum 
per annum, then the Governor, if he deems the whole 
sum necessary, may receive proposals for loaning the 
whole sum proposed at one time at an interest not ex- 
ceeding five per centum per annum: /rovided, That 
no engagement or contract shall be entered into, which 
shall preclude the commonwealth from reimbursing any 
sum or sums thus borrowed at any time after the expira- 
tion of twenty five years from the first day of January 
next. 

Sxcr. 2, That the Governor be and he is hereby 
authorised, to cause to be constituted, certificates of 
stock, signed by the Auditor General and countersigned 
by the State Treasurer, setting forth that they pertain 
to the canal loan for the sums so borrowed by virtue of 
this act, or for any part thereof, bearing an interest not 
exceeding five per céntum per annum and reimbursable 


| as aforesaid, which stock thus created shall be transfer- 


able on the books of the Auditor General or at the bank 
of Pennsylvania, by the owner or owners of the same, 
his, her or their attorney, and new certificates of them 


‘shall be issued by the Auditor. General and State Trea- 


surer to the new holders. And it is hereby further de- 
clared, that it shall be deemed to be a good execution 


‘of the said power to borrow, for the Governor of this 


commonwealth to cause the said certificates of stock or 
any part thereof for any amount not less than one thou- 
sand dollars, as may be judged best adapted for the pur- 
pose, to be sold, and the faith of the commonwealth is 
hereby pledged to establish a sufficient revenue for ma- 
king up any deficiency that may hereafter take place in 
the funds appropriated for paying said interest and re- 
imbursing said principal. 

Sct. 3. That the State Treasurer be and he is 
hereby authorised and directed to pay to the commission- 
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ers of the internal improvement fund any sum of money 
from the treasury not otherwise appropriated, which in 
the opinion of said commissioners can be done without 
embarrassing the ordinary operations thereof, in antici- 
pation of the loan provided for in this act, to be applied 
as is directed by the several acts authorising the surveys 
of routes and the construction of canals and rail roads, 
and the expenses incident thereto, and as svon as the 
loan authorised by the first section of this act shall 
have been made, and the moneys arising therefrom shall 
have been received to a sufficient amount, the amount 
of money so taken from the treasury shall be repaid 
thereto by the commissioners of said fund. 

Sect. 4. That if any further funds be required for 
the purpose of the Pennsylvania canal and rail road, in 
addition to the amount provided for in the foregoing 
section, previous to the negotiation and receipt of the 
permanent loan provided for by this act, then and in 
such case the Governor be and he is hereby authorised 
to negotiate a temporary loan not to exceed eight hun- 
dred thousand dollars at an interest not exceedjng five 
per centum per annum for the amount so required, with 
any bank, corporation, or individual, or individuals, as 
in his opinion may be most advantageous, the monies so 
borrowed to be applied to the purposes set forth in the 
third. section of this act, and to be repaid to the lender 
or lenders out of the permanent loan authorised by the 
first section of this act within six months after the pas- 
sage of this act. 

The above bill has passed three readings in the Sen- 
ate, and only wants the signature of the Governor to 
become a law.—Harr. Chronicle. It is now a law. 





REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON SMALL NOTES. 


Thursday, Dec. 18. 


Jn Senate.—Mr. Kerlin, from the committee on banks, 
which was directed by a resolution of the 10th inst to 
enquire into the expediency of repealing the law passed 
on the 11th day of April, 1828, entitled an act concern- 
ing small notes for the payment of money, and to which 
has also been referred divers memorials upon that sub- 
ject, reported: 

That the system of policy pursued by the legislature 
for a number of years, in their endeavours to restrain 
the circulation, within this state, of notes of a less de- 
nomination than five dollars, is in the opinion of your 
committee, founded in the soundest principles of politi- 
cal economy, and if persisted in, cannot fail of produ- 


cing the most beneficial results to the community. Of | 


this system, your committee are of opinion, that the act 









To repeal this act at the present moment, before it 


shall have gone into operation, the avowed desideratum 
of the movers of this enquiry, would, in the opinion of 
your committee, evince a weakness and vascillation, on 
the part of the legislature, not less derogatory to their 
high character than detrimental to the best interests of 
the community. 

In their enactment of this law, the legislature were 
not unmindful that the substitution of a wholesome for 
a spurious currency, like all other radical changes in 
human institutions, must inevitably be accompanied with 
partial inconveniences; hence the operation of the law 
was postponed, and ample time affored to prepare for 
this event. Itis within the knowledge of your com- 
mittee, that in many parts of the commonwealth, advan- 
tage has been taken of this cautionary provision, to pre- 
pare for the operation of the law at the appointed time, 
and it is believed, that by far the more considerable por- 
tion of the state is thus prepared. If some sections 
thereof, resting upon the faith of successful importuni- 
ties for a repeal of the law, or on their own determina- 
tion to disregard its wholesome previsions, have been 
supinely neglectful of the salutary and paternal voice of 
the legislature, the fault is not chargeable to the law it- 
self, but those who are bound to obey it, and furnishes 
no argument: against the wholesomeness of its provi- 
sions, or reason for a repeal thereof. If indeed the po- 
sition assumed by some memorialists, that the inhibition 
of these small notes will deprive them altogether of a 
circulating medium, was correct, in that case the law 
certainly would be to them a grievance. But to this po- 
sition, your committee cannot for one moment assent: 
the fears of the memorialists on this head are entirely 
groundless. The scarcity of metallic currency among 
them has been occasioned by the introduction of these 
notes—they have either taken the place of the coin 
which was at onetime employed in circulating the an- 
nual produce of the land and labour of that portion of 
country, or having been originally introduced there, 
have since been used to the entire exclusion of a metal- 
lic currency. Let them but drive small notes out of cir- 
culation, and specie and, notes of a larger denomination, 
of each in proportion to the wants and convenience of 
the ccmmunity, will inevitably take place. The local 
situation of some portions of the state, will not form an 
exception to this theory. If the paper in the small 
channels of circulation cannot be exchanged for specie 
on demand, it is most certainly not the value it purports 
to be, and these industrious citizens of the state are ex- 
changing the produce of their land and labour for a fic- 
titious, instead of real value. It is admitted by the me- 
morialists, that if the law was general, embracing «the 


of the last session forms a most important feature. Pre-| neighbouring states of New York, Ohio, &c. specie 


vious to the passage of this act the efforts of the legis- would be forced into circulation. To this suggestion, 
lature had been alone directed to control corporations | your committee would remark, that in order that such a 
of their own creation in their issues of this paper, but | law should become general, a commencement must be 


the act strikes at the evil in a different shape, by ren- 
dering penal the use of this species of circulating me- 
dium, wherever and by whomsoever issued. Your com- 
mittee are not aware of any change of circumstances 
affecting the interests of the community, calculated to 
induce an alteration of the deliberately expressed opi- 
nion of the legislature at their last session; on the con- 
trary, this appears to be the appropriate time; business 
of all kinds continues ina flourishing condition, produc- 
tive labour and capital, the great sources of wealth and 
prosperity, are fully employed. No moment, therefore, 
could be more propitious than the present for the am- 
ple restoration of a currency of intrinsic value to the 
small channels of circulation. | 

The argument (and it is the only plausible one ad- 
vanced by any of the memorialists) that small notes 
are of convenience in facilitating the transmission by 
mail of small sums of money, however correct in itself, 
is trivial in comparison to the evils arising from the cir- 
culation throughout the community, of an unsound me- 
dium of exchange. 





made somewhere. Maryland has made this commence- 
ment. Pennsylvania came next into the measure, and 
it is confidently believed, that the states bordering on 
her will follow the example of her sister states in the 
adoption of a similar policy—if not immediately, most 
certainly at no remote period—when its beneficial and 
salutary effects shall have been developed by actual ex- 
perience. Your committee therefore, most eurnestly 
and unanimously recommend the following resolution: 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient torepeal the law of 
the last session, entitled an act concerning small notes 
for the payment of money. 

Laid on the table. 


Report oF THE CoMMITTEE ON Banks 


Relative to the act concerning Small Notes for the pay- 
ment of Money. Mr. Snyven, Chairman. Read in 
the House of Representatives, December 18, 1828. 


The committee on banks, to whom were referred 
sundry petitions and remonstrances, relative to the re- 
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peal of the act to restrain the circulation of small notes, 
made report: 

That they have given the subject every consideration 
its importance would seem to require, and with great 


deference to the opinions of those who have memorial- | 


ised the legislature, the committee consider it their du- 
ty, and therefore, submit such of their views as have in- 
duced them to come to the conclusion drawn in this 
report. ‘There is no subject can so much claim the at- 
tention of an enlightened legislature, as the regulation 
of the common currency of the State; it is a matter in 
which every citizen of the Commonwealth is immediate- 
ly interested, and deservedly, has had the attention of 
some of our most eminent economists. It would ap- 
pear from all the acts passed to regulate the currency of 
this state, that the settled policy of Pennsylvania was to 
prohibit the circulation of small notes, inasmuch, as 
banks incorporated by her acts are prohibited from issu- 
ing notes of a less denomination than five dollars, and 
your committee cannot but view with deep concern any 
attempt made to change that policy, adhered to for the 
last twenty years, with the exception of a short time 
during the war, when circumstances rendered it neces- 
sary to suspend specie payments, the effects of which, 
though at the time unavoidable, is felt even to this day; 
for the last two years exertions have been made, and 
acts passed to perfect that policy, and it was confidently 
expected that the act of the last legislature, would have 
been regarded and suffered to go into operation su as to 
fully test its effects by experience, before any portion 
of our fellow citizens should have thought proper to pe- 
tition for its repeal. By the terms of the act, the circu- 
lation of small notes is not prohibited until after the first 
of January, 18/9; more than eight months was thus al- 
lowed to prepare the public for the change. As yct no 


evils can have been suffered by the petitioners, and until 
some specific injury or inconvenience is pointed out, 


your committee trust, that the House will persevere ina 
system, which, not only had the assent of a large portion 
of the last legisla'ure, but was received with joy by the 
community in general. Your committee beg leave fur- 
ther to remark, that since the passage of the act of the 
Jast session, as they are informed, preparations have 
been made in various sections of the state, and especially 
those parts most vexed by the circulation of-foreign 
small notes, to carry into effect the provisions of that 
act. Those notes are becoming discredited in public 
opinion; to repeal the law now, therefore, would not 
only give the appearance,of unsteadiness in legislation, 
(in itselfa great evil) but would most assuredly produce 
an unusual flood of this worthless paper, to the great in- 
jury of the public, and particularly the working classes, 
for they are the principal sufferers as will appear from 
facts noticed in this report. _ 

Your committee would further remark, that in their 
opinion the time for carrying this law into effect has 
been happily chosen. The nation is at peace with all 
the world, and in a state of great prosperity, any tem- 
porary inconvenience therefore, which might be felt by 
a change in the important subject of circulation, will be 
quickly remedied, while if this important reformation is 
put off until a season of financial and commercial em- 
barrassment, judging from experience, it is much to be 
feared that the evil of a corrupt circulation will be be- 
yond the reach of legislative control. They would re- 
spectfully refer to the period of time shortly after the 
last war, when the circulating medium was in a very cor- 
rupt state, and to the fruitless legislative efforts which 
were made to correct it, as a proof of what they have 
advanced. 

The increase of the crime of forgery of bank notes, 
calls loudly for the interposition of the legislature, to 
protect the poorer classes of people (who mostly receive 
those small notes) from imposition. Those who deal in the 
larger denomination of bank notes, soon learn to judge 
between the forged and the genuine. Not so with the 
poor man who must suffer without redress, because he 


does not possess knowledge sufficient to decide upon 

the character of the note offered to him. Nor can he 

test the value of it, by offering it for payment to a bank 
beyond his reach and out of the state. 

Your committee forbear to enter more at large upon 
the general policy of the law, as it would only be going 
| over the ground upon which the act complained of was 
passed. The general reasons for which will be found 
ably stated in areport on the subject made by the com- 
mittee on banks of the last session. After the fullest con- 
sideration your committee can see no reason to vary from 
the views and statements made by their predecessors, 
and therefore proceed to notice the petitions referred to 
them. 

Your committee have looked into the situation of the 
people of Erie county, and others who have petitioned 
for a repeal of the law, with a view of discovering if 
there are any circumstances to render a law, so highly 
useful to the rest of the community, injurious to the pe- 
titioners—but they have been unable to see any thing 
materially to vary the application of the law to that re- 
spectable portion of our fellow citizens. Your commit- 
tee conceive that the greatest error into which they 
have fallen is that a paper currency such as they have is 
healthy, and sound. To those who understand the sub- 
ject, such an opinion can have no weight; it is the first 
time that it has ever been represented to any legislature 
of this state, that a mere promise to pay was equal to 
actual payment. : 

The petitioners represent that their local situation is 
| such that the act if put in force would be injurious and 

almost ruinous to them. It must be admitted that some 
trifling inconvenience may at first be felt by the citi- 
| zens of Erie county, as well as those of other counties 
on the northern and western borders of the state. All 
acts of the legislature to regulate the currency of the 
commonwealth, must necessarily partially affect a great- 
er or lesser portion of the community, especially those 
| located on the borders of those states that may differ with 
us in their policy The only question therefore with the 
guardians of the public welfare should be whether that of 
a paper or a metallic currency for the common and every 
day transactions of the people would most promote the in- 
‘terest and welfare of the community, or whatis the funda- 
| mental interest of the state. Your committee are ex- 
} 


tremely anxious that in this question the general inte- 
| 


} 


rest of the commonwealth should be consulted, and if 
this act to regulate her currency should prove inconve- 
nient toasmall portion of her citizens for a short time, 
it is not any good reason for its repeal. 

The petitioners further represent that they will be 
deprived of a circulating medium. Such a supposition 
in the view of your committee, is entirely groundless, 
for when we take into consideration the amount of ex- 
portable produce of the country, it must appear to all 
conversant with trade, that this deprivation could not 
take place. 

The petitioners seem to forget, that trade is an inter- 
change’ of commodities, not of bank notes; and the real 
question for them to decide, is whether or not that 
trade shall be carried on through a depreciated and 
often spurious medium, and this observation will apply 
to the petitioners from Allegheny as well as those from 
Erie county. It is highly probable the petitioners have 
taken a wrong estimate of the amount of small notes 
employed, in dealing with persons out of the state, and 
ata distance. Such transactions are generally, and can 
altogether be performed with notes of five dollars and 
upwards, which are not probibited by our laws. Your 
committee also think that the amount of small notes in 
circulation is not so great in those districts as the peti- 
tioners seem to suppose; and that a small addition to 
the amount of silver at present in circulation, (an addi- 
tion which it will certainly receive if the law be put in 
force) will be amply sufficient to carry on the common 
and every day transactions within the county. But fur- 
ther; if it be as they represent, that their present paper 
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circulating medium is healthy and sound, it will certain- | further consideration of the various petitions referred to 


fy command silver 
have issued it, and in that case they could not be de- | 
prived of a circulating medium. 

It is further represented by the petitioners, that num- | 
bers of trayellers pass through Erie county, and will 
drain them of what specie they have. This position at 
first view may have some little plausibility, but your | 
committee cannot think that the great state of Pennsyl- | 
vania, commonly called the key-stone of the Union, | 
should at once take so insignificant a rank that her laws | 
should be unknown, and most especially those to regu- | 
Jate hercurrency. But whatever may be the opinion of 
the House, of the probable effect of the law onthe 
county of Erie, Allegheny, or any other county on the 
borders of the state, your: committee trust, and most 
earnestly request that that effect will be fully shown by 
experience, befose they consent to its repeal. It could 
not be otherwise expected, but that those interested in 
the banking institutions of New York, New Jersey, &c. 
that issue none other but notes of a less denomination 
than five dollars, and depend principally upon their cir- 
culation in this state, would if possible get up a fecling 
of hostility to this law. We would not say that it is they 
alone that have operated upon the people of Erie and 
Aliegheny counties, but have no doubt but thty have 
done their part, being immediately interested, for it is 
highly probable that. some of these institutions will have 
to close their concerns if this law goes into operation. 
For it is a notorious fact that the labouring men employ- 
ed in the construction of the improvements of the state, 
are in many cases paid by their employers, the contrac- 
tors, in this species of paper, obtained, as your commit- 
tee understand, directly from those institutions, upon 
such terms as to make it a matter of interest to them. 
It may be expected, then, that those who speculate at 
the poor labourers’ cost, will exercise their influence. | 
There are many interested in another species of paper 
equally disreputable, whose influence will be co-exten- | 
sive with the dependence of the employed... Itis that of 
individual or company paper, which appears in the guise | 
of being the bank notes of some capital city, by, the im- 
print of Philadelphia and New York, and having the 
word near printed on them as small as possible for the 
eye to discern. And it is a lamentable fact, that many | 
impositions are practised upon the unsuspecting with | 
this species of paper. The issuers being regulated by | 
interest alone, it is impossible to conceive the evils that | 
might arise therefrom, should they be permitted to con- 
tinue in circulation. 

Your committee have seen with pleasure that the citi- 
zens of the neighbouring states, particularly the state of 
New York, are becoming dissatisfied with the state of 
their currencies, and are anxious to go back to a sound- | 
er system, and itis highly probable, will follow the ex- 
ample set by Virginia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania. A 
perseverance, therefore, in the law of last session, will 
tend greatly to bring about this very desirable object, 
particularly, as it will deprive the banks of the other 
states of the profit of circulating their notes in Pennsyl- 
vania. And in viewing this report, your committee can- 
not but express the hope, that no act of the present le- 
gislature will damp the efforts which are making through- 
out the United States, to produce a sound basis for our 
circulating medium. 

With respect to the suggestion of the petitioners, re- 
garding the repeal of the 8th section of the act of 1817, 
prohibiting the Pennsylvania banks from issuing notes 
under five dollars, your committee deem it unnecessary 
to enter into the question, confident that the legislature 
will not destroy the settled policy of the state. Coun- 
ter petitions have been referred to us, and we entirely 
agree with the petitioners in the view they have taken of 
the probable good effects that may result from a steady 
adherence to the acts complained of, and therefore offer 
the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee be discharged from the | 


Vor, IL 


| 


4~ 
i 


when offered to those banks that | them on this subject. 
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On page 23, of this volume, the present article was 
commenced; but it has continued open until the present 
period, on account of the difficulty of obtaining the ne- 
cessary information—and is still imperfect, for the same 
reason. But being desirous of bringing all the facts we 
have collected into the same volume, we have conclud- 
ed to do so, and may hereafter add to them. 
1776. 
1777. 
1778. 
1779. 


¢ We can find no notices. 


January 19. The river was closed at this date. 
February. Leaves of willow, blossoms of peach, 
and flowers of dandelion were seen. 

January 5. On Sunday morning last, ata fire at 
the French Consul’s, the weather was so severe 
that many of the engines were rendered useless 
by the intense cold; during this month, the mer- 
cury, excepting one day, never rose so high in 
the city as to the freezing point. 

March 4. The Delaware became navigable 
after having been frozen nearly three months. 
‘This is denominated the hard winter. Ice 16 to 
19 inches thick—frost penetrated the ground from 
4 to 5 feet. During this winter the ears of horn- 
ed cattle, and the feet of hogs exposed to the air, 
were frost-bitten. Squirrels perished in their 
holes, and partridges were often found dead. 

January 27. ‘* The winter thus far hath been 
remarkably mild—so that the earth has scarcely 
been frozen half an inch deep, or the smallest 
ponds covered with ice strong enough to bear a 
dog. ‘Thus mild it had continued until Monday 
last, (23d,) when we had a very hard gale of 
wind, chiefly from the north-west, but alternate- 
ly varying to alenost every point, and accompa- 
nied with a smart fall of rain and snow. Several 
vessels were forced from their fastenings, and 
drove ashore on the Jerseys, and the island. Trees 
were torn up by the roots, and somehouses un- 
roofed.” Garlic was tasted in butter this month. 

In a pocket almanae, on the blank leaves be- 
tween January and February, is the following 
memorandum: 

«« 29 and 30 of this month, was extremely cold. 

31. More moderate; the river froze over the 
50th of last month, at night, so as to admit peo- 
ple on it the 3lst, in the morning, and conti- 
nued fast until the 16th inst.—when it drives ge- 


1780. 


1781. 


1782. 


nerally, and the 21st several vessels came up;’?' 


and in the Freeman’s Journal is the following 
paragraph: 

February 6. ‘About a weck since the extrem- 
ity of the cold was felt here. On Tuesday after- 
noon the thermometer fell very low. This 
day the mercury was within the bulb, and insome 
instances it fell 4° below 0, being the greatest 
excess of eold experienced here for many years. 
It is needless to say the Delaware opposite the 
city, and for several miles downward, is covered 
with a fixed and strong floor of ice. 

10th. Ferry boats cross upon the ice.—The 
river probably closed on the 30th January, and 
opened on the 16th February. 

May —. A heavy hail storm, believed the hea- 
viest ever known here—did not extend more than 
halfa mile north and south. Stones fell weigh- 
ing half an ounce. Windows were broken by 
them. 

November 30. 

December 1. 


1783. 


An earthquake in the city. 
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1784. 


1785. 


1786. 


1787." 


1783. 
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the houses were sensibly shaken, so that in many 
the china and pewter, &c. were thrown from the 
shelves—and several persons awaked from their 
sleep. 

26th. The navigation stopped, and in a few 
days the river was frozen over, opposite the city, | 
and continued so till 18th of March. 29, snow. 

January 13. Great damage done by the sud- 
den and extraordinary rise of water occasioned 
by the thaw and great rain of Thursday last. On 
Tuesday and Wednesday a most remarkable 
thaw, attended with a warm, disagreeable, un- 
wholesome vapour, which in the evening was suc- 
ceeded by a sharp N. W. wind and clear sky, 
so that within a few hours we have experienced 
a transition from heat to cold, of at least 53 de- 
grees. The suddenness and severity of the frost 
has entirely bound up the navigation. 

February 12. Bay full of ice. 

28th and 29th. Mercury below 0. 

March 12. Navigation opened, having been 
closed since 26th December. 

15th. This morning (Sunday) about 2 o’clock 
the ice in the Schuylkill gave way, but soon after 
the floating ice lodged and formed a dam—by 
which means the ground about the middle ferry 
became suddenly overflowed, which carried 
away every thing but the Brick house—drowned 
several horses and cattle, and forced the family 
to secure themselves in the second story till day- 
light; whither they were followed by a horse, 
who had taken sanctuary in the house from the 
water. The waters did not subside till 4 o’clock 
on Monday afternoon. [One of the family informs 
us that there were 21 persons in the house at the 
time—only two are now living. The house was 
at this time occupied by Joseph Ogden; who 
built the first floating bridge at the Middle Ferry, 
after that destroyed by the British. In the 
Pennsylvania Gazette of the 27th March, 1784, 
the particulars of this event are related in the 
form of 2 Chapters in Chronicles, in scripture 
style.] It was considered one of the hardest 
winters for 40 years. 

December 22. So much ice that the river is at 
a stand. 

January 3. Vessels attempt to go down; the 
moderate weather having so far cleared the ice; 
but on the evening of the 4th the harbour was 
entirely frozen across. 

20th. Frozen from side to side; broke up in 4 
or five days, and was entirely free from ice; all 
vessels from below came up. 

February 2. The river was again frozen over. 
22. Vessels got up and down. 

January 21. Our weather has been remarka- 
bly mild for the greater part of the winter, until 
Friday (17th) last, when it grew cold, and froze 
the river in a few days from side to side at the 
lower part of the city. 

Jpril 1. A north-east gale, with hail and snow, 
did great damage. 

May. Remarkable for the absence of the sun 
for 14 days, and constant damp or rainy weather. 

December —. Navigation stopped. 

January 6. The mildness of the weather for 
some days past having liberated the navigation, 
several vessels came up. 

February 5. Thermometer fell to 6° below 0, 
or 38 below freezing point. The day before it 
had stood at 6° above freezing point; so that it 
fell 42° in about 17 hours. 

March 5. Boys sliding on the ice. 

‘lugust 18 and 19. There fell seven inches of 
rain. 


November 10th and 11th. 





A violent storm 


1789. 





DECEMBER 





from S. E. Caused a heavy swell in the river. 
Many vessels injured. 

December 23. Navigation interrupted by large 
quantities of floating ice. 

26th. Skaiting on Schuylkill. 

January 3. Owing to moderate weather the 
navigation is again restored, and many vessels 
have departed. The three lower bridges on 
Schuylkill were carried away by the breaking up 
of the ice, and one of them nearly destroyed. 

19th. Sleighing. 

February 5. Vessels locked up in the river 
near Marcus Hook. River froze and thawed four 
times, and not navigable till 8th March. 

19th and 20th. Snow 8 or 10 inches deep. 
Mercury fell 5° below 0 in the city, and twenty 
miles from the city 12° below 0. Both at six 
A. M. 

23d, 24th, 25th, and 27th. Mercury fluctuated 
betweeen 4 and 10 above 0. A very backward 
spring. Peaches failed almost universally. No 
cherries or strawberries. 

Uncomfortable to sit without fire un- 
til ist June. 

July {or August.] Very hot weather. By ten 


‘A. M. the meat in the market became putrified. 


Mayor ordered it to be thrown into the Delaware 
—Merchants shut up their stores. Deaths nu- 
merous, particularly among children. 16 Infants 
buried on the. 1st Sabbath of July. Thermome- 
ter at 96° for several days. 

August. Fires agreeable. 

Sepiember. No rain during this month. 


7 December. Entries and clearances through the 


1790. 


month. 

January 2. Such anopen winter as the present 
has not been known in this city since it was found- 
ed—Boys bathing in river as if it were summer— 
wharves crowded with wood—oak 15 shillings 
hickory, 25 shillings. 

February 7. Only time this winter that the 
Delaware was interrupted by ice—frozen over. 

8th. Skaiting on the river. 


omg 11th. Deep snow. 
"ee 


1791. 


°1792. 


1793. 


Ice drove. 

March 10. The only considerable snow this 
winter—only remained on the ground three days. 
Yesterday morning thermometer at 4° 

Sept. 24. First frost. 

Nov. 26th and 27th. First snows. 

Dec. 8. River closed by ice. 

12th & 13th. River navigable—vessels sailed. 

16th. Snow and cold until 

18th, whenthe river, frozenover & stands— 
boys skating—contimued closed till 18th January. 

21st. Snow all the morning—continues cold 
till the end of the month. 31st, very cold. 

January 1. Ohio river has been closed for 
some time by ice. 

? 17th. Snow. 

18th. Snow—river opened so that vessels ar- 
rived. 

Dec. 23. River closed—having been obstruct- 
ed by floating ice for several days continued clo- 
sed till end ef the month. 

January 2. Mercury on Saturday at 120’clock, 
48°.—an april day—nayigation expected to open 
in a day or two. 

5th. Arrivals. 

7th, 13th, 18th, 22d. Snow. 

Feb. 7th, 11th, 12th, 13th and 14th. Snow. 

March 6. Ice started. 

Dec. Arrivals and clearances this month. 

Jan. 14. Hail. 

18. The extreme temperateness of this sea- 
son exceeds every winter remembered by the 
oldest inhabitants of Philadelphia, for now we 








1828. 


1794. 


1795. 


1796. 
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have April weather. A fine shad was caught and 
brought to Mr. Irwin’s tavern, the white horse, 
Market street, where it was elegantly served last 
Thursday evening (17th) to several gentlemen 
who supped on the January shad with great sa- 
tisfaction, and toasted the fishermen. 

2ist. TV.ight showers like April—no ice in the 
river to this time of any consequence; the navi- 
gation being free and open. 

24th. A little snow this morning. 

27th. Snow and rain. 

30th. Snow about six inches deep—windy 
night and some hail. 

Feb. 1. Froze hard last night—first time any 
sleighing has been this season. 

2d. Rain. 6th. Rain. 

9th. Rather warm for the season. 

12th. Snow last night and this morning 
about 14 feet deep—coldest weather this winter. 

23. Snow this morning—great fresh in Schuyl- 
kill. 

April 1. Blossoms on fruit trees universally 
in the city—birds appeared two weeks earlier 
than usual. 

May 22. To end of month, a continuance of 
wet and cloudy weather—wind mostly N. F. 
and so cool that fire was necessary most of the 
time. 

Oct. Very dry weather and warm mostly thro’ 
this month—very little rain for 8 weeks past— 
the yellow fever raging in the city. 


January. Vessels could not leave the piers on 
account of the quantity of ice still in the river. 
13th. River clear from ice—vessels sailed yes- 
terday. 

18th. Vessels got up safely to Fort Mifflin 
iers. 

May 21. A violent storm. 

Dec. 25. “As warm as the most timorous in- 


valid could wish.” 
Arrivals and clearances through the month. 
Jan. 21. ‘The sky has continued ‘almost inva- 
riably without a single cloud for along time past. 
Flies were seenafew daysago. Indeed there 
was an expectation with many people, that there 
would be no ice during the present season—about 
the middle of last week however, a frost came 
on Monday morning, January 19th, at7 o’clock, 
the thermometer in the open air was so low as 
12°—a great part of the river was frozen over. 
This morning (20th) thermometer same hour 
and situation has risen to19°. The positive,cold 
has diminished, but the Delaware is now entirely 
frozen over. 
26th. A vessel coming up meets drifting ice 
near Marcus Hook. 
Feb. 26. Thermometer at half past 7 A. M. 9° 
27. do do 10° 
We do not remember, through the winter, the 
mercury being so low at the same hour. 
December. Arrivals and clearances through- 
out the month. 
Jan.7. A violent storm last night did consi- 
derable damage to the shipping. 
10th. Snow. 11th. Moderate to the 16th— 
no ice in the river of any consequence. 
17th.” Snow, rain andhail. 20th. Snow. 
27th. Snow. 29th & 30th, coldest this sea- 
sen. Navigatior open to this time. 
Feb. 2. Vessel arrives at New York, under- 
standing Delaware is closed by ice. 
9th. Navigation interrupted by driving ice for 
about a weck past—yesterday a y¢ssel came up. 
The winter to this time the most moderate I ever 
remember for 45 years—very little interruption 
by floating ice. Schuylkill is frozen so as to bear 
people on it; but not very safe for many ina place. | 






1797. 


1798. 








15th. One of the coldest days this winter. 

19th. Snow last night. 22d, do. 

March 8. Snow last night. 

17th. Hard gale last night. 

18th. Lower tide than recollected for many 
years, (say notsince Dec. 26, 1759, when it was 
lower) owing to N. W. wind. The flood tide 
was two feet lower than a common ebb—the bar 
visible nearly across—chimneys &c. blown down. 

April1. Delaware has not been standing this 
winter. 

lith. Frost last night—a very dry spell of 
weather. 14th. Showers. Dry to 24th. 

30th. Some frost last night. 

May 6. Dry weather continued to this time, 
then a fine rain much wanted—vegetation being 
at a stand. 


July 26. Most plentiful harvest remembered: 

Sept. 23. Frost. 

October 1. Do. Cool for a weck past. 

7th. Do. Very dry—rest of the month 
grain suffering for raii. 

Nov. 30. Some snow. 


Dec. 6. Within ten days we have had very 
cold weather—the Susquehanna has closed; men 
and horses cross daily. It is not within man’s 
memory to have seen the river so low of water 
or to have closed so early. Snow in Philadelphia, 
2 inches deep. 

23d. River closed—there were entrances up 
to the 21st. On the night between 23d and 24th, 
Dr. Priestley’s thermometer in the town of North- 
umberland, was depressed to 13 below ° while 
in this city it stood at 2° below °. 


Z 24th. Severe cold as remembered for 40 years; 
8 


now two feet deep at the westward. 

January 10. River still closed—loaded wag- 
gons come over on the ice—weather as cold as 
remembered these fifty years. 

16th. Last Monday night (9th) about a mile 
N. W. of this city, a gill of best French brandy 
was placed ina field ina common saucer, and 
about 10 minutes after the sun rose next morn- 
ing, the circumference had a ring of ice about 
half aninch broad. The ice had no regular form; 
but clotted like grease. The remaining brandy 
had the appearance of oil, and when tasted was 
mild as milk. A small vial of the same brandy 
with a glass stopper was exposed in the field—no 
crust was formed on it, the action of the air being 
prevented by the stopper. Water placed in a 
room where no fire had been for some days, was 
in a liquid state until the dawn of day, but was 
formed into a lump of ice in 10 minutes after the 
sun rose. 28th. River still fast; though it thaws, 
and the weather is fine for the season. 

Feb.7. A vesselarrives at Marcus Hook—riv- 
er driving. 

9th. A vessel arrives. 

2 March 3. Snow last night. Frosts tothe 10th. 
lith. Snow. 

April7. 

May 13. 

Dec. 1. 
ice. 

15th. Weather moderated something—two 
or three vessels came up, but ina few days the 
weather became cold, and continued so, that on 
the 22d the river was quite fast; being one day 
sooner than last year. 

January 1. Ice andslippery pavements. 

5th. Snow in the night about 4 inches. 

February 5. River opened about this time. 

October 31. Snow last night 

November 19. Snow. 20th. Snow. ™ 
December 12. Snow—icc in the Delaware. 
13th. Clear. 


Peaches and apricots in blossom. 
Frost. 
Schuylkill fast and Delawaré full of 
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15th. Several outward bound vessels sailed 
yesterday, our river being perfectly free from ice. 
17th & 18th. Ice in the Delawarestopped. 


23d. Snow. 
25th. Fine sleighing. 
January 1. Snow—more snow in the last 6 or 


8 weeks than remembered for several winters in 
the same time and season, and very cold weather 
most of the time. 

3d. Snow. 

4th. Delaware full of ice. 

5th. Snow. 
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6th. Ice inthe Delaware stopped, and boys 
skaiting on it—snow on the ground about 3 inches | 1802. 
deep. 

9th. Snow. 

10th. Delaware nearly cleared of ice, vessels 
preparing to sail. 

24th. Snow. 

29th. Delaware full of skim ice. 

30th. Do. clear of ice—a fog last night. 

Feb.3. Stormy; snow and hail; a tolerable 
deep snow on the ground. 

4th. Considerable ice in the Delaware. 

9th. Delaware clear of ice. 

17th. Tolerable deep snow. 

19th. Snow—streetsand pavements very slip- . 
pery. 

23d. Last night and this morning thought to 
be ascold as any this season. Navigation ob-| 1803. 
structed by ice, as much being made last night as . 
on any night this winter. 

25th. Extremely cold.  Skaiting on the 
Schuylkill, and the ice in the Delaware stopped. 

26th. Skaiting on the Delaware—began to 
drive in the afternoon, and the people hastened 
off—snow. 

27th. Adeep snow on the ground. 

March 3. Small snow. 

Sth. Last night as cold as any this season— 
Delaware full of ice. 

6th. River full of ice. | 1804. 


‘11th. Delaware clear of ice. 
came up. 

12th. A deep snow onthe ground. 

Jong and severe winter this has been.” 


Several vessels 


**A very 


14th. A deep snow on the ground. 
April 3. Frost last night. 

llth. Some ice in the gutters. 
20th. 


Some ice this morning. 
June6. Black and white frost in the neck. 
January 1. The winter thus far has been re- 
markably open; there having been very little ice 
in the Delaware and that very thin. 
6th, 7th & 8th. Mornings and nights very 
cold—much ice in the Delaware. 
18th. Delaware clear of ice. 
24th. A smart snow on the ground—this day 
warm, the snow soon melted. 
25th. A little snow. 
29th. Last night coldest this season—the De- 
laware being frozen from side to side, though 
very little in it last evening. 
3ist. Tremendous storm of snow and wind, 
N. E. by E. 
February 9. 
28th, Snow. 
March 8. Snow without intermission for 25 
hours, near two feet upon a level. 
_May 25. Locusts appeared this day as they 
did in 1776 and 1783. F 
_ December 23. "The weather, except some cold 
nights, has been remarkably open. No ice in the 
Delaware—this day being remarkably warm for 
the season—such a season not being remembered 
since the British army were here in 1777 & ’78. 
January 3. Ascold as remembered for many | 


Deep snow on the ground. 


[Decéupes 


years. 7th. Earthquake and meteor at Pitts- 
burg. 

March 2. This & for 8 days past remarkably 
warm and fine for the season. Buds on the 
gooseberry bushes, frost generally out of the 
ground; but little ice in the Detaware, and some 
weeks none. Unusual quantities of rain fell. 

May 4. A smart snow onthe ground. 28th, 
Hay harvest began near the city. 

November 12. At midnight the shock of an 
earthquake. ' 

December 31. Very little cold weather thus 
far this season—began to snow in the afternoon. 

January 15. No ice to impede navigation, and 
even the ponds have not been frozen to bear.— 
30th, Weather moderate—many shrubs put forth 
leaves and blossoms—one fall of 1ow during the 
month. 

February 4th, 5th & 6th. Coldest weather this 
winter--freezes hard. 17th, A shad in market- 
22d. No obstruction this winter except floating 
ice this day for a few hours—snow storm. 23d. 
Heavy storm of wind, N. E.; coldest weather. 

March 26. Snow. 

April. Several frosts this month. 

May. Fires agreeable. 

December 19. River fast. 21st, Completely 
frozen. 22d, 23d and 24th, a general thaw-- 
navigation open. 

January 3. Snow. 
22d. River full of ice; navigation stop- 





ed. 
“ Feb. 9. Very heavy fog for several days: 
16. Snow. 
March 2. Snow. 
April 16. Snow. 
May 7. Ice. 8th. Snow, which broke down 
the poplars. 15th. Fire necessary. 
November 9. Frost. Dryest time for many 
years. Dumps in Abingdon dry. 
December 22. Coldest day this winter. 
January 1. The most open, moderate weather 
for the season, remembered for many years; not 
the least sign of ice in the Delaware; little or none 
in the Schuylkill. Vessels come and go asin 
summer. 
10th and 11th. Some ice in the docks, and on 
Jersey shore. Boys skaiting on ponds for the 
first time this winter. 
13th. Some ice in the Delaware. Some snow. 
14th. A little ice in the Delaware. 
16th. Considerable ice made in Del. last night. 
19th. Snow—sleighing. 
Qict. The Delaware full of ice. 22d, Snow. 
23d. The deepest snow remembered for seve- 
ral winters. River full of ice. 
25th. Ice in the Delaware stopped. Good 
skaiting on it. Water froze in bed-chambers last 
night for the first time this season. 
27th. Skaiting on the Delaware. 
February 5. \ce in the Delaware afloat. 
24th. Deep snow on ground. 28th, light snow. 
March 2. Snow; heavy snow on the ground. 
5th. Delaware full of ice; ice at Burlington 
strong enough to cross upon. 
6th. Ice in the Delaware stopped. 
7th. Delaware tolerably clear of ice, high 
wind having driven it ashore. Wood very 
scarce and dear; from 10 to 12 dollars a cord. 
April 22d and 23d. Avery great fresh in the 
Delaware and Schuylkill, attended with very 
high tides, occasioned by heavy rains. But few 
signs o! vegetation before the 15th April. 
During the winter the thermometer stood for 
many days at 4 and 6 deg. above ® Medium 
depth of snow 2 feet. 
December 18. Welaware obstructed by ice. 





7th. Snow. 27th. Snow. 
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‘ebruary 28. Delaware navigable. 
March 2. No ice to be seen. 
Winter variable and peculiar; intense cold, 

deep snow, hail, sleet, high wind, and heavy rain. 

No rain after middle of June, and all July. 
Mercury for 1Q days between 90 and 94.  Pas- 
tures burnt up; great deficiency of summer ve- 
getables. Schuylkill lower by three inches than 
had been known for 70 years. 

October 7. Frost. 

December 28th and 29th. Great storm—‘‘a 
mere hurricane’’—by which several vessels were 
sunk at the wharves, and others broke from their 
fastenings and went to pieces. Thus far the sea- 
son has been remarkably favourable. Very little 
ice either in the gutters or elsewhere. 

30th. The country people were ploughing 
yesterday in different parts of the country; very 
little skaiting, even on the ponds, for boys. 

January 6. First snow of consequence this 
season. 

9th. Quantities of ice in the river. 

13th. Vessels come up to the Hook. 

15th. Coldest day this season. 

18th. River not yet fast; great quantities of ice; 
Schuylkill fast. 

19th? Snow. 21st. Sleighing for a week past. 

27th. Vessels pass up and down. 

February 1. River free of ice. 

March 7. Snow. 19th,snow. 25d and 24th, 
snow. 26th, snow. 

April 11. Freezes hard. 

October 17. Frost. 
December 4. Snow. 5th, Sleighing in the 

valley. 11th, Snow. 12th, Sleighing in the 
city for the first time this season, 18th, River so 
full of ice as to stop navigation. 20th, River na- 
vigable. 22d, Vessels came up. 3lst. Coldest 
night; froze in a stove room window. 

January 12. Some ice in the river. 

- 14. Navigation stopped by gveat quan- 
tities of ice. 18th, Snow last night; sleighing. 
20th, River still being*full of ice, no passing up 
or down; very cold for three days past. 21st, 
River fast, and so continued till 

February 3. When it drove—full of ice. 5th, 
Snow. 7th, Very cold—river fast again. 9th, | 
It is remarked, that the weather for 4 or 5 days | 
has been the coldest known for several years | 
past. 14th, Ice broke up at Trenton; fears en- | 
tertained for the bridge. 15th, Ice drives—ves- | 
sels sail. 29th, Schuylkill broke up; great quan- | 
tities of ice driven down. 

March 5. Snow. 14th, Snow and rain. 29th, | 
Snow and rain. 31st, Snow. 

April 3. Snow. | 

June 13. Fire necessary in the evening. 

August and September Influenza prevailed. 

October 7. A comet visible. 

November 17. Snow. 25th, Snow. 

19th. Huntingdon. Thursday last the most | 
remarkablé dark day ever witnessed by the citi- | 
zens. Candles lighted at 11 A. M. in the Court | 
House, taverns, &c. Fowls went to roost. 
tinued nearly two hours. 


| 

| 

Dec. 18. River has not been impeded by ice up | 
to this date. 








Con- 





January 11. Navigation still open. 14th, | 
Snow, sleighing. 15th, Great quantities of ice | 
in the river. 16th, River not quite fast. 20th, 
Much ice in the river. 28th, Snow. 

February 1. Heavy rain. 5th, Snow. 14th, 
Snow. 20th, Snow. 

October 19. Frost. 29th, white frost and ice. 

November 28th. Snow. 

December 7. Snow. 8th, Skim ice in the 
docks. 26th, ground covered with snow, 


1809. 


January 3. New Castle packet returned on ac- 
count of spray freezing on rigging; navigation 
stopped at Whitehall. Sth, interrupted here. 
9th, Snow; great quantities of ice driving out of 
the Delaware; much ice drifting at Cape May. 
10th, Ground covered with snow. 11th, Heavy 
fog. 13th, An arrival—the last till 25th—much 
ice made last night. 14th, A brig drifting in the 
ice at Bombay Hook. 15th, Some snow; fine 
skaiting on the pavements. 22d, Deep snow on 
the ground. 25th, Last night the coldest this 
season. Delaware nearly frozen over. 26th, 
Snow 8 inches deep. 

February 5. Snow. -7th, Snow. 9th, much 
ice in theriver. 10th, A tog, skaiting on the De- 
laware; sleighing. 14th, Hail. 18th, Fog.— 
20th, Good skaiting on the river below Pine st. ; 
from thence to Callowhill, before the city, is and 
has been open for some time. Wood brought 
from the island in boats, being taken there from 
Jersey in sleds upon the ice, having been frozen 
on that side for many weeks. Snow—on the 18th 
the ice in Brandywine broke up with a great 
swell, and carried away part of the bridge. 

27th. Men employed by merchants to cut the 
ice from Pine street to Gloucester point—above, 
being clear to Callowhill street—above that, and 
between the island and Jersey, fast. 

28th. Heavy white frost. 

March 4. Snow on ground. 6th, Snow.*13th, 
Snowed all day. Flocks of birds which passed 
to the northward early last week returned 
to the southward. 14th, Snow, the deepest this 
winter, being 18 inches. 18th, Windows and 
doors open; first shad in market. 24th, Ice on 
south side Of street; thus far the spring very back- 
ward. 26th, Froze in the shade allday. 28th 


and 29h, Freezing. 3ist, Blue birds whistling 


in every direction. 

April 13. Houses covered with snow, looks 
like winter; this is noted_as the twenty-third 
snow. 26th, Ice as thick as a dollar. 

May 6. ice. 13th, Grass frozen. 30th, 
Frost; coolest May remembered for many years. 


November 24. Strange to tell to future gene- 
rations, snow about one foot deep, and tolerable 
good sleighing; a circumstance not known for 
many years, if ever, inthis land, 25th, Sleighs 
and sleds in market; this morning at sunrise, the 
river Schuylkill, above and below the permanent 
bridge, was frozen over; a similar circumstance 
has not occurred for many years at so early a pe- 
riod. 30th, Heavy white frost, and skim ice. 

December 27. A snow storm at the Capes. 


January 19. Lowest tide for 14 years. 20th, 


Ice in the Delaware for first time this season, - 


being the most open recollected for many years, 
there not having even been skaiting ‘on the 
ponds; similar to 1802; water froze in bed-cham- 
ber for first time; I have known 2 winters in which 
navigation has not been interrupted by ice; not 
even a single cake: Schuylkill frozen over: 21st, 
Delaware stopped about noon, and boys skaiting 
in ‘afternoon; also on the 22d, ice remsrkably 
thick and strong; a vessel drifting in the ice, de- 
serted by her crew, near Wilmington: 26th, 
Snow: 27th, Snow 5 or 6 inches deep; tolerable 
sleighing. 31st, River still fast. 

February 3. Snowed all day, and sleighing— 
11th, Ice disappeared below; vessels preparing 
for departure—l4th, Snow—16th, Ice began to 
float in Delaware—17th, Wasting fast—18th, 
Fog, anda N. E. wind drove ice on shore; ice not 
come down from the. Falls—19th, Vessels get 
up—20th, Ice from the Falls came down; river 
very full of broken ice—2Ist, Delaware entirely 
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clear of ice and several arrivals—26th, Large 
lumps and cakes of ice from above the Falls. 

March 11. Rain and snow—12th, Houses co- 
vered with snow—14th, Herrings in market— 
17th, Ice $ ofan inch thick; a shad in market— 
24th, snow 34 inches—28th, spits of snow—29th, 
snow—=5 lst, Ice thickness of a dollar. 

April 1. Snow on ground—3d, spits of snow. 

May 1. Large flock of wild geese—13th, 
White frost fur several mornings. 

November 1. First snow this season—2d and 
Sd, Snow—4th, Froze hard—17th, This day has 
been cool and clear, after two of rainy weather, 
during which time there was a heavy gale of 
wind from the eastward, which raised the river 
higher than for some years back—19th, Rain 
again began last night, and continued to-day very 
fast—The meadows overflowed, and some of the 
wharves and stores injured—25d, Snow most of 
the day. 

December 3. Snow last night and this morning 
—9th, Skaiting on the ponds for the first time— 
15th, Skim ice in the Delaware; first this season; 
some of it an inch thick, and very sharp; several 
vessels sailed—18th, Delaware froze from side to 
side, and the navigation completely stopped— 
19th, Ice in Delaware broke up this afternoon— 
20th, Several vessels sailed; ice much broken, 
and drove on shore—2ist, Delaware very full of 


, broken ice—22d, Rain and heavy fog; ice much 


gone—24th, Many vessels sailed yesterday and 
to-day; Delaware entirely clear of ice—3Ist, 
Snow. 

This year has been the most remarkable for 
fruit of all kinds Iever knew. The apples are 
larger and clearer of any knotty appearance 
than in former years; all other kinds of fruit in 
great plenty and of good quality. , 

January 4. Snow—7th, To this date river free 
of ice—8th, Heavy fog—9th, Rain—11th, Light 
snow—12th and 13th, snow and  rain—16th, 
Hail and rain; slippery pavements; boys skaiting 
on them—29th, Ice in the river—30th, Snow. 

February 3d and 4th. Rain and snow—5Sth 
and 6th, ditto; ground well covered—7th, Snow 
last night and this morning, deepest this winter 
—12th, Snow—17th and 18th, Snow—19th, 
Coldest day this season by 3°. Thermometer 
19°—20th, Delaware covered with ice—22d, 
Snow most of the day; distressing time for wood; 
none to be purchased—25th, Thaws—26th, Much 
ice in Delaware. 

March 6. Snow. 12th, Foggy. 13th, Warm 
for the season—-like spring. 14th, Shad in mar- 
ket. 18th, High wind. 24th, Rain, with thun- 
der and lightning. 

July 3. Warm dry weather for some time— 
Indian corn suffers—a finer hay harvest has not 
been known for many vears—no rain to injure it, 
and the crops abundant. 9th, Dry weather con- 
tinues, and for some days past, the warmest known 
for many years. Thermometer 94to97. Seve- 
ral persons died suddenly. 

October 10. Heavy fog W.S.W. Therm. 72. 
The comet hasappeared every evening for two 
wecks past, about 2 o’clock, A. M. or 6 or 7 P.M. 

November 4. ‘The comet appears at 45° above 
the horizon at8 AM. 22d. Comet more south- 
erly. 26th. lard frost for the season. 

December 2. Frost. Second growth of ap- 
ples at Washington, Pa. 
season. 7th. The weather has been remarka- 
bly moderate for the season to this date, though 
a great deal of rain has fallen within a month past, 
but no snow. Comet hardly visible to the naked 
eye. 13th, Snow. 14th, ditto 4inches. 19th, 
Coldest day this season. 20th, Coldest night this 


3d, Moderate for the} 


La Leila tt 
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1814. 
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season. 2st, Snow. Ice in Delaware quite 
thick. 24th, Snow last night—very hard gale 
of wind—freezes hard. 25th, Full of ice. 

January 12. River fast. 16th, Much driftin 
ice—snow last night four inches deep. 18th, Ri- 
ver fast again. 19th and 20th, Snow and sleigh- 
ing. 22d, Much ice from Bombay Hook. 23d, 
Earthquake at Lewistown. 27th, Thaws, but ri- 
ver fast; heavy fogs. Sist, Very foggy; river 
fast. 

February 4. Heavy gale of wind last night; the 
ice driving this morning; a remarkable rumblin 
noise like thunder about twelve o’clock. 7th, 
Several shocks of an earthquake this morning at 
quarter before 40’clock. 8th, River free; vessels 
came up; two schooners in the ice yesterday be- 
low Reedy Island. 11th, Snow. 16th, Snow and 
hail. 21st, Snow. 23d, Snow and rain. 25. Snow. 

March 8. Hail and snow. 

April 13. Snow and rain. 

May 4. Rain and snow. 8th, Frost. 22d, Spring 
very backward; fire necessary. 

November 19. Snow, alittle, 24th, A very hard 
gale; blew down several chimnies and fences ; 
Maffet’s letter of marque brig upset in it, and 
sixteen drowned. 

December 9. Snow, the first of any consequence. 
21st, Schuylkill fast, and Delaware full of ice. 
25th, River navigable—vessels sailed to-day. 

January 9. Some snow. 11th, Vessels at Reedy 
Island ice bound; river full of ice. 13th, River 
fast. 15th, Snow in the night and this morning 
one foot deep, sleighing plenty—good bottom. 
19th, Thaws. 20. Kain and snow. 26th, Snow. 
28th, Snow. 30th, River fast. 

February 4th and 6th, Thaws fast. 10th, Rain 
and snow. 12th, Snow. 20th, Snow. 22d, Snow. 
26th, Vessels sailed; river navigable, 

March 7. Snow most of the day. 

October 10. Frost and ice. 14th, White frost, 
21st. Heavy frost. 

December 11. The weather to this day has been 
very moderate—little or no snow, and no ice in 
the river. 19th, Snow most of the day and night. 
21st, Snow about four inches deep. 


January 9. Navigation stopped by ice. 153th, 
River fast. 21st, Ditto—skaiting on it. 
February 2. River drives—full of ice. 13th, 


Vessels came up. 

November 8, Heavy white frost. 

December 6. Fresh pound butter sold at fifty 
cents, 10th, Snow. 15th, Much floating ice in the 
Delaware. 16th, Thaw. 21st, Skim ice/in Dela- 
ware. 22d, Increase of ice. 24th, Ice gone and 
vessels sailing. 26th, Some ice in Delaware. 
27th, River full of ice. 

January 6. Considerable ice in the Delaware. 
7th, River full of ice, floating. 10th, Ice is much 
broke and wasted. 14th, Much ice in Delaware. 
22d, Snow. 30th, Ice inthe Delaware stopped 
and strong. Sist, Delaware hard frozen, and 
boys skaiting on it. 

February 2. Sieighs and sleds bring wood to 
South street wharf. 8th, Fine sleighing. 11th, 
Ground well covered with snow. 15th, Fine 
sleighing—a good and complete road across the 
Delaware from Southwark to James Kaigbn's 
wharf—large quantities of wood brought over in 
sleds, carts and waggons; and now selling at $10. 
16th, Ground covered with a light snow; the 
weathet on ‘Tuesday last was more severely cold 
throughout the day than any other day within 
the recollection of the oldest inhabitants: the 
thermometer at 8 A. M. was 9 below 0, at noon 
6, at9P. M. 12; om the 11th of January, 1813, 
it was for a little time at 11, but in a few hours 
rose to 3 below 0. 18th, Fine snow. 21st, 
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Strength of the ice weakening fast in the Dela- 
ware; several ferry boats broke in in crossing. 
22d, Snow. 24th, Snow. 27th, Wood sca’ce at 
12 to 14 dollars for oak; pine 9 to 10 dollars. 
27th, Ice in Delaware continues firm, and large 
quantities of wood brought over in sleds from 
Kaighn’s ferry to Southwark. 

arch 1. Ice in Delaware weakening; sleds 
break in; poor suffer much. 2d, A fog on the 
river. 5th, Ice in the Delaware began to move 
about 5 A.M. to the great joy of the inhabitants. 
6th, Delaware nearly clear of ice; five boat loads 
of river fish, rock and perch, came up; about 
500 suckers were taken ina shad net at one haul 
on Saturday about eight or nine miles up Schuyl- 
kill, a mode of fishing’ not commonly used at 


terday; to-day has completely cleared the ice. 
13th, T'wo shad in market, sold at $1 50 each. 
14th, River fish plenty and reasonable; no shad 
to-day. 
January 1. A large she wolf taken in West 
Nottingham, Chester county, nearly three feet 
high, measuring upwards of six feet. 18. 
Schuylkill Falls bridge fell, having it is calcu- 
lated about thirty tons of snow upon it. 
February 28. First shad in market—sold at 
one dollar, 
June 5. Frost at Chambersburg. 10. Frost 
so severe as to kill beans in cornfields. 11. 
There have been at Downingtown five severe 
frosts in five succcessive nights—corn is cut 
down by whole fields. 
frost at Pittsburg. 
August 21. A severe frost at Sunbury, Pa. 
weather like December. 
January 7. An eagle shot 15 miles from Phi- 
Jadelphia, in Moreland township—the first re- 
collected in that township—wings extended | 
measured 7 ft. 14in.; weighed 8 lbs. 4 ozs. A 
wild cat killed at Easton, Pa. measured in 
length 3 feet. 8. About 11 o’clock a sudden | 
agitation of the river Delaware took place to | 
such a degree that vessels at the wharves were | 
violently tossed about, and the tide swelled 
upwards of twelve inches. It is supposed to» 
have been the reverberation or concussion of | 
the earth operating upon the watery element | 


12. Rye affected by 


of the earthquake to the southward on the 
same day. 14. First snow. 16. The first | 
snow this season to cover the ground, fell in | 
Marlsboro’ township, Chester ceunty, three 
quarters of an inch deep. 17. Rain and | 
hghtning; the Susquehanna frozen the second 


time this season at Wilkesbarre. 19. River 
clased. 
Mareh 9. River opened. 


January 31. River closed. 

February 28. ‘The ice in the Delaware gave 
way a few minutes past 2 o’clock. 

July 22. Monday last rain fell on a level four 
inches deep. 

August. Fish in Neshaminy Creck die, owing 
to long absence of rain. 

December. River obstructed by ice. 

January 1. River ina fair way to be cleared 

of the ice which has for some time obstruct- 

ed the navigation. 2. River in a great mea- 

sure freed from ice—weather unusually mild, 

clear and pleasant—wind west. 4. River 

partially open—occasional arrivals and de- 

partures. 5. River free from ice. 6. Do. 

much obstructed by floating ice from aboye— 

weather very mild. 7. Permits vessels to de- 

part. 8. Much obstructed by ice. 9. Filled 

with ice. 11. River partially open—some ice 

until 26th, then free, 25. No frost for a week 


this season; a very great fresh on the river yes- | 1820. 
1821. 


1822. 


1823. 


1824. 
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past, and what was in the ground dissolved— 

fire disagreeable at Indiana, Pa.--a snake 

basking in the sun. 

February 12. N. E. snow storm, continued 
til dusk, about twelve inches deep. 18. 
Snow. 

April 9. Shad fishery commenced at Tren- 
ton. 

September 1. Scarcity of potatoes around 
Philadeiphia. 28. The meadows helow the 
city completely overflowed by the great rise 
of the Delaware during late gale. 

October 25. Snow. at Lancaster, 
whitened the roofs of houses. 

December. Entries and clearances: through 
the month. 

January 1. Muchice at Reedy Island. 6th, 
Outward vessels got to sea from the Island. 16th, 
River broke up by astorm. 17th, High tide— 
wharves overflowed and covered with drifting 
ice. 20th, First arrival since the 4th. 27th, 
Vessel at Cohanzey could not get up for the ice. 

February 4. Bay fullofice. 16th, Arrivals. 

December. Arrivals and clearances. 

January 4.. Two vessels in the ice off Bombay 
Hook--a great deal of ice in the bay. 6th & 7th, 
Snow storm fromthe N. E. It,began at Phila- 
delphia, 6 o’clock, of from 18 to 24 inches deep. 
N. York 80’clock, 

Baltimore about noon. 
Washington 8 o’clock. 


which 


lith, 4 vessels reachi- 
ed Marcus Hook on Sunday. 20th, Thermome- 
ter at 3° above zero; at the same hour on the 
19th, it was 3° below 0. 24th, 12 above 0 
morning, 1Jdo 2 P.M. 6dosunset. 4° below 
0 midnight. 25th, Maximum in the night 7 be- 
low 0. At8 A. M. 6do. 3 Cows frozen to death 
yesterday near the city--weather very severe. 
27th, This was considered the coldest ‘night at 
Reading ever experienced. Sleighing for the 
last two weeks. 

February. Several dams carried away by the 

ice in the Pennypack. 14th, The Dela- 
ware is completely navigable. Several vessels 
came up being the first arrival since 12th January. 

September 3. A great storm of raia and wind 
from N. and N. E.—caused great destruction 
among the trees—blew down several chimneys— 
unroofed the bridge at the upper ferry. The 
Schuylkill at the dam rose to a great height.— 
thermometer stood at 73°, the rain that fell com- 
puted at 3 92.100 inches—no thunder and light- 
ning. 15th, Steamboats ceased running on ac- 
count of the ice. 

December 19. River quite clear of ice. 

January 3. Outward bound fleet left Chester, 
Marcus Hook, &c. yesterday. Much ice in Ladd’s 
cove. 8th, Skaiting on Schuylkill—vessel dri- 
ving in the ice. 

February 23. Freshet in Schuylkill—Fall’s 
Bridge carried over the dam. 

December 3. First snow this season at Mauch 
Chunk. 26th, Arrivals. 

January 22. The navigation of the Delaware 
is no longer obstructed by ice—a fresh in the 
Schuylkill. On yesterday morning the water was 
3 ft. perpendicular at the over fall, and by sunset 
ie 21 inches—the ice above the dam remains 

ast. 

October 31. On Saturday last, snow at Wilkes- 
barre mountains incased by it—in some places 2 
inches deep. 

December. Arrivals. 

January. A slight fall of snow covered the 
pavements. One or two sleighs seen in the 
streets. 
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April 7th. During the last four months, At the early age of sixteen he received a commission 
twenty freshets have occurred in Schuylkill, all | in the continental army, and faithfully served his coun- 
of which disturbed the water of the river. try during eight years of the contest for independence. 


May 21. Slight shock of an earthquake on | His superior education and attainments secured for him 
Sunday morning last, between cleven and twelve | the esteem and confidence of the officers of the south- 
o’clock, at Lancaster. ern army; and Major General Lincoln selected him as 

June 13 or 14. A severe frost in Wyoming | his aid-de-camp. With that brave officer he shared the 
Valley. Killed fruit, and injured corn, and ten- | toils and dangers of the sieges of Savannah and Charles- 
der vegetables, also wheat and rye. ton, being frequently in fire; and became a prisoner of 

July 20. Violent storm of rain and hail at | war on the surrender of Fort Moultrie, in 1780. 
Chester, 29. Unprecedented rain in Philadelphia, Major Jackson, as secretary of legation, accompanied 
did great damage to bridges, mills, &c. Flat | the accomplished Col. Laurens to the court of France 
Rock bridge, Poole’s bridge, part of Frankford | in 1781, and was actively and usefully engaged in the 
bridge,—two cows lost. A stone bridge on Lan- | arrangements which were the result of the demand of 
caster road. The water rese in Cohocksink | aid, made by that gentleman on the French king. _ It is 
creek four feet higher than is recollected by the | known that among the important consequences of that 
oldest inhabitants. (see U. 8S. Gazelte dug. 31.) | mission, was the expedition under Count de Grasse and 

December. —_ Arrivals through the month. General Rochambeau, by whose combined operations 

1825. February 14. A May day. ‘The Delaware as | with the American army, the capture of the British for- 
free from ice as in July. ces under Cornwallis was effected. 

June 11. At two o’clock thermometer stood After the close of the war, Major Jackson visited Eu- 
at ninety-six in the shade. The horses in the | rope upon private business; and on his. return he was 
stage arrived within a mile of town, (at York) | appointed the Secretary of the Convention which form- 
and were so overcome by the heat that they | ed the Constitution of the United States. To this highly 
could not proceed. honourable post he was first named by General Washi- 

October 19. Mountains at Gettysburg.covered | ington; and at the termination of the labours of that 
with snow, 25. Tuesday morning last, the | 
mountains at Chambersburg covered with snow, ses for his services. In addition to the official re- 





first time this season. Ten days before the ther- | cord of the acts of the Convention, Major Jackson pre- 
mometer ranged for several days at 80. served full private notes of the proceedings and debates, 
December 28. Several vessels in the ice, below, | and these are now in the possession of his family. It 
notwithstanding, arrivals and clearances. was the request of General Washington that he would 
1826. January. River free from ice—a dense fog. | not publish them during his life. They will form a 
27. Pittsburg rivers closed with ice. 30. The | rich and authentic addition to the materials for American 

most considerable snow in this city the present | history. 
winter. Average depth, three or four inches. On the organization of the present government, Ma- 


S1. River closed. jor Jackson became the private secretary of President 
February 3. Skaiting on the Delaware and | Washington, of whose esteem.and confidence he always 
Schuylkill. 8, Delaware opened. | enjoyed a large share. By him he was afterwards ap- 


May. Destructive hail storm in Lancaster Co. | pointed Surveyor of the port of Philadelphia, which 

21. At Sunbury—a severe frost this morning. | station he held until the election of Mr. Jefferson. His 
Weather like December. | conduct in office was without reproach. 

December. Arrivals and clearances. | The talents of Major Jackson as a writer, were of a 

1827. February. A panther measuring six feet in | superior order, andfew men possessed more extensive 

length, was killed seventeen miles from Easton. | classical knowledge. His style was fluent and vigorous, 

March 17. Shad ia Reading at 75 cents. | and ornamented with the lore of antiquity and the rich- 


April 16. A stalk of rye, three feet six inches | est gems of modern literature. By the appointment of 


in height, exhibited in Philadelphia. his brethren of the Cincinnati, he pronounced an eulo- 
July 20. Peaches, pears, and plumbs in mar- | gium upon Washington, which was admired by a!l for 
ket. | the beauty and eloquence of the composition, for its 
September 3. Peaches most abundant in the | faithful expression of the feclings and sentiments of his 
market; selling for 12 1-2 cents a basket, say | associates, and of the gratitude and veneration of the 


bushel. | whole American pcople to the father of his country. 
October. Unnusually high tides about full | Inthe relations of private. life, Major Jackson had 
moon. | warm friends; as a husband and a father, he was kind, 
November 14. Lowest tide recollected for | affectionate and exemplary. His mournjng domestic 
many years. Rocks on Jersey channel exposed to | circle will long cherish the recollection of their bereave- 
view which at low water are usually covered se- | ment.—U. 8. Gaz. oo 
veral feet. 7 tiihie ei 
December. Navigation opened all the month. | TO SUBSCRIBERS, &C. 
1828. During the winter the navigation has been un- The present number having brought us to the close 


interrupted. The ice houses were unfilled, and | of another volume, as well as of the year, we embrace 

several cargoes of ice arrived, and were sold here | the occasion to tender to our subscribers our renewed 

from the Eastward during the spring. acknowledgments, and to assure them of our determina- 

November 14, Slight snow—as also for a few | tion to continue the “ Register.” At the commence- 

moments a day or two preceding. ment of the present volume we were hesitating as to the 

December 24. ‘There has as yet been no ice in | course we ought to pursue, from want of encourage- 

the canals to impede navigation, and boats are | ment to proceed; but since that period this work has re- 

continually passing to and fro at Reading. 27. | ceived so many testimonials of the approbation of men 

Thus far the navigation has remained open—no | of respectability and intelligence, as well, expressed, as, 

ice either in Delaware or Schuylkill—Skaiting in | to be inferred from the considerable addition to our list 

small ponds in the cool mornings. | of subscribers, that we feel warranted to prosecute our 

epeengeaae | labours, relying upon a continuance of the patronage 

Major WILLIAM JACKSON, who died on Wednes- | which enabled usat first tocommence its publication. We 

day the 17th inst. was distinguished for his revolutionary ! trust, that the longer the “ Register” is continued, the 
and civil services, and was highly regarded as a scholar | more will its usefulness be manifest and appreciated. 

and a gentleman. | (7? Index of this volume next weck. 
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body of patriots and statesmen, he received a vote of 


> rs 





wt 


' 
i 








